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Dear Colleagues,
I hope you are all having some time to enjoy the run up to Christmas – I miss the
sounds of Hosanna Rock and the Bossy King. That said – thank you for the
numerous invites to liturgies, nativities and prize giving ceremonies - I genuinely
wish I could attend more.
I am hoping to send a revised Partnering Agreement to all schools shortly after
Christmas which will update some of the services we are now offering and the
associated charges. There will be no additional uplift to the charges for the next
financial year – however, we are going to have to charge for any additional work
schools require beyond the standard Partnering Agreement. I am acutely aware of
the fiscal challenges you are all facing – hence trying to keep our costs as low as
possible.
A number of schools have now shown an interest in being part of the respective
Diocesan MATS, and several schools are talking about moving forward with plans
for school led MATS. I think this is a positive step for a number of schools –
however, please can I politely remind all Headteachers and Chair of Governors that
you must talk to the Diocese about the formation of any MAT or significant change
as early as possible for approval. We in no way want to slow or stop schools moving
forwards – however, we need to be strategic as a Diocese so that all of our MATS
have a clear growth strategy to ensure they succeed.
As part of our ‘Year of RE’ our RE Advisors will shortly be sending out fliers for CPD
for a range of teaching staffing. These sessions will be for a mix of audiences to
ensure the maximum possible coverage of our schools – please look out for these
training opportunities. We will also be sending out the information for
Understanding Christianity – the new teaching resource which we hope will
supplement our current Diocesan Syllabus. Can I stress this is not to replace what
we already have but to supplement it (www.understandingchristianity.org.uk)
HMI have made clear that whilst SIAMS covers RE in our VA schools they are keen
to look at the impact RE has across the curriculum. The training will take 15 hours
and resources can only be accessed once a school has had their training. I am
hoping to offer two full days towards the end of June / beginning of July in a central
location across both Dioceses. However, there is a cost and this will be in the region
of £100 for the first person and £50 thereafter for any additions. Please can I stress
that this is not a profit making exercise and I will be working to attract sponsors to
fund the cost of the venue.
Finally can I take this opportunity to say “thank you” to all of you for your continued
support this year and to wish to you a happy, holy and restful Christmas. As a team
we are so grateful for the positive feedback we have received this year and we
continue to be committed to supporting all of our schools / academies in whichever
way we can.
Best wishes,
Paul and the team
The Dioceses of
Durham and
Newcastle
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Fire Safety Compliance
Are your school premises fire safety compliant? Are you happy with the
compliance guidance you currently receive or are you looking for an alternative
provider?
For a fixed fee of £175 plus VAT, Firesec are offering to visit your school or academy, irrespective of
location, to undertake a full fire safety inspection. Following inspection, Firesec will then produce a fire
safety document highlighting any areas of concern.
If you or your school governor are interested in finding out more, please contact Richard Overend
(Compliance Manager for Firesec) on 07940 098797 or email richard.overend@firesec.uk.com

Some important reminders...
Capital Funding Bids
A letter was emailed to all headteachers in October along with an application form to apply for LCVAP
funding in 2017. All projects will receive due consideration providing you return your completed
application form to Eileen Bell no later than Friday 13th January 2017. Please let us know if you need
the information to be sent to you again. Eileen can be contacted at eileen.bell@drmnewcanglican.org
if you have any questions regarding capital funding.

Caring for your school over the Christmas break
Please make sure that you have arrangements in place for someone to be able to go into schools
over the Christmas break to check for burst pipes etc. during the cold weather. This will ensure that
any problems or issues are spotted straight away before the new term begins. We also ask that you
see to it that any guttering and flat roofs are cleared of any litter, balls, leaves or other debris as this
will help to protect the property from water ingress caused by pooled areas or overflowing pipes/
gutters. We can provide you with details of contractors who can provide cleaning services, so please
do get in touch if we can help in any way.

Roof surveys
We have asked Alumasc Roofing Systems to carry out a roof survey for all schools on behalf of the
Diocese. There is no cost to the school but we do ask that Alumasc are allowed access to carry out
the survey. If they have not already contacted you then Alumasc will be in touch very soon to arrange
a convenient appointment with you.

Making payments to the Diocese
We kindly urge all schools to please make sure that any payments to the Diocese are made to the
correct bank account. This will ensure that there are no delays in processing your payment, and that
any cheques we receive with the incorrect payee details are not returned to you. Please also send a
remittance advice note to accompany BACS transfers if made direct from the school.
All invoices for Partnering Agreement payments, Governors 10% contributions towards projects, or for
any conferences/training events will include the bank account details for payments via BACS or
cheque. If you are unsure of anything when making a payment please do not hesitate to contact the
Joint Education Team - we are happy to help!
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Update from the RE Advisors
Thank you for welcoming us so warmly into your schools. It has been exciting to see what is
happening in RE. We have seen some great RE practice, staff and young people who are enthusiastic
about RE and a real desire to offer the best RE possible to the young people in our schools. Our aim
is to ensure that all the young people in our schools have access to brilliant RE and we are here to
support you on your journey with this.
A key part of our role has been to support schools working towards the RE Quality Mark.
Congratulations to Hutton Henry CE Primary School, the most recent school in the dioceses to
achieve the Quality Mark. Their good practice has been recognised by their Bronze Award. Please join
us in celebrating their success!
We have several other schools working towards this nationally recognised Quality Mark at present.
Please feel free to contact us if you are considering applying and we would be delighted to support
you with the application process. Using the documentation from the RE Quality Mark is a useful
evaluative tool to review your current RE provision and may also assist you with your SIAMs selfevaluation. Gathering the supporting evidence for the Award is much easier than it may first appear!
Looking forward to meeting more of you next term and working together towards
brilliant RE provision for our young people.
Caz and Margaret

Reminder that governor details now
need to be included on Edubase
In the summer the DfE announced that all maintained school governors will be under a duty to provide
information related to governors on Edubase as of 1st September 2016. The DfE cannot pre-populate
these fields as they do not hold the necessary information on governors so it is important that you
ensure Edubase is up to date with the relevant details.
Information to be collected is as follows for all maintained school governors, and academy trustees,
members and local governors:-







full name (including title)
appointing body (e.g. board, foundation, parents etc.)
date of appointment
date term of office ends / ended if in last year
for maintained schools whether they are the chair of governors or a member of the governing
body, and for academies whether they are a trust member, a trustee, the chair of trustees, or a
local governor on a local governing body

The above information will be publicly available. Certain other information including date of birth and
email address for the chair will also be collected but will only be available to a small number of users
to fulfil official responsibilities. Governors should be made aware that the information collected will be
shared with DfE and explain why. This information should be kept up to date as details change.
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Some news stories from Easington
CofE Primary School in Durham
Toilet Twinning
Our FROG (Fully Rely On God) group decided that they would like
to twin one of our school toilets with a toilet in another country.
Toilet Twinning provides people in the poorest communities on the
planet with a decent toilet, clean water and all the information they
need to stay healthy. It’s the key to helping whole communities
break free of the poverty trap.
FROG group organised a biscuit sale in school which raised £60 to
fund the project. The donation is used by Tearfund to provide clean
water, basic sanitation, and hygiene education. This vital
combination works together to prevent the spread of disease.
Children are healthier, and able to go to school; parents are well enough to work their land and grow
enough food to feed their family. With better health, and more ability to earn a living, men and women
discover the potential that lies within them to bring transformation.
A toilet in school is now twinned with a latrine in Rutuna Province, Burundi. Our school is the proud
owner of a personalised certificate, complete with a colour photo of our twin and GPS coordinates so we
can look up your twin on Google Maps. Family by family, community by community, nation by nation, we
are flushing away poverty.
For further information please visit http://www.toilettwinning.org
Eco Club update
A huge thank you to Leah, Jenny, Aaron, Alice, Ava, Amie and Lilly, all
our Eco Club Leaders across our school who have worked very hard
during 2016 to ensure that the children here at Easington C of E School
now have recycle bins in their classrooms and outside on the
playground. They have played a large part in helping Ms Lilley to
achieve her Middle Leaders Certificate through the Peterlee Partnership
Teaching School Alliance by completing a sustainability project called
‘Why do we need to change the bins?’ Well done Eco Club!
JRSO event
In June our JRSO’s (Junior Road Safety Officers) attended
an end of year celebration at Durham County Hall. Ava
Keegan, Alyssa Lawton, Poppy Watt, Matthew Flanagan and
Charlie Hagel were recognised for all of their hard work
throughout the year, which has involved making parents and
children more aware of where to park around school and the
importance of sticking to the speed limit. The children have
carried out their role extremely sensibly and conscientiously,
organising competitions and working alongside our local
police officers. With the help of Councillor Surtees (our
school governor), the children designed two fantastic
banners focusing on road safety, which will be displayed
outside of school from September. The event was a huge success and I was very proud of how our
JRSO’s represented our school.
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Embleton CofE Primary School in
Northumberland get creative!
The Children at Embleton Church of England Primary School have been involved in an inspirational art
and environmental awareness project this term. Initially, the project was presented to school as an
opportunity to take part in a ‘Miniature Story Garden Project’ to be organised in partnership with Alnwick
Playhouse. However, as the term has progressed, the project has developed into a whole school project
that has encompassed all aspects of their learning. The school has had a number of specialists and
people from the local community working with the pupils to enhance their learning experiences. The
school took the theme ‘Our School by the Sea’ as a starting point and have experienced outdoor
environmental studies, live rock pools in the classroom, creating willow sculptures and have even had a
lifeboat in the school playground!

Lifeboats and rock pools
led to letter writing and
factual reports

Alison Ashton, a Newcastle-based theatre designer, has been in to school to develop a creative
approach to thinking about the environment. Children of all ages have produced miniature gardens and
characters to go in these gardens too. These props have become the vehicle for developing creative
language skills. Also, they have been the inspiration for creative writing too.

Miniature gardens inspired
creative writing and
developed the vocabulary
for story telling

The project has developed an awareness of the local environment and has encouraged children to think
about looking after our locality and sustaining the resources we have. An expert in permaculture design
will be in school to advise the children on the sustainability of their garden spaces.
This creative approach to learning has successfully engaged
children in their learning and has inspired them to write. They have
written non-chronological reports about rock pools, persuasive
letters about beach conservation and carried out poetry work too.
Alnwick Playhouse filmed the children working with specialists and
the project will be exhibited at Alnwick Playhouse in January.

Left: Pippa Willits working with children to create willow sculptures

December 2016

New from Barnabas in Schools
Creating Character
One of the most important things a school can do for a child is to help them
shape their character, developing strong personal values such as courage,
wisdom, thankfulness, humility, endurance, service and compassion. But how
can we best achieve that?
‘Creating Character’ (starting October 2016) is our new creative arts-based
Barnabas RE Day helping primary schools to take this further with pupils. We
are offering two distinct Barnabas RE Day packages: ‘Friendship, Forgiveness
and Peace’ or ‘Compassion, Service, and Community.’ Both use a range of
classic Bible stories and interactive activities to get children thinking and talking
about personal values, backed up by free online support material and an
INSET programme for staff.
Discounted cost for schools in Durham and
Newcastle Dioceses is £195 for the whole
day.
Interested? For more information contact Chris
Hudson on 07739 348386 or email
chris.hudson@brf.org.uk.
Further information can be found online at:
http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/
creating-character/

Barnabas Christmas resources
This year The Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) is taking a look at some of the
amazing faith journeys that have come out of our work in the UK and
overseas as part of our ‘Sharing the Journey’ campaign.
Alongside this, the BRF will share the Christmas story with you
through ‘The Adventures of Mary and Joseph’ and will be
exploring the true meaning of Christmas throughout December.
The lead up to Christmas will include a new video that will
appear on Facebook along with some resources and ideas on
how you can use the videos in your community.
Keep up-to-date by signing up to the BRF latest updates at
www.brf.org.uk/keepintouch, or follow what we’re up to on
Facebook and Twitter: @TheBibleReadingFellowship
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New resources from the RRC
New In Stock!
We are delighted to introduce our NEW Open the Book
Puppets! These were purchased especially for churches running
the Open the Book assembly programme in their local schools but
they would be suitable for lots of other things: Worship, RE,
Children's work and general assemblies.
They are available to borrow FREE to RRC members. To find out
more, please contact the RRC on 0191 3750586 or via email at
enquiries@resourcescentreonline.co.uk
For more information on Open the Book visit: https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/openthe-book/

Spring is coming!
Are you planning a visit to your local church or graveyard? Why not
borrow our Church Explorer box so you can really investigate? The box
contains: colour paddles, binoculars, torches, compasses and more!
This item is FREE to borrow by RRC members and can be booked in
advance! To book, please contact the RRC on 0191 3750586 or via
enquiries@resourcescentreonline.co.uk

Are you already doing mindfulness with your children?
Please get in touch with the RRC, we'd love to know more about what you’re doing! You can contact
us on 0191 3750586 or via enquiries@resourcescentreonline.co.uk

Help to fight child poverty this Christmas
The Children's Society are going for a Christmas Number 1 with their new single, 'A Christmas
Miracle', and you can help! Students and staff at The Blackpool Sixth Form College have used their
musical skills to create and send a powerful message about child poverty. Schools across the UK are
also being sent the sheet music and have been asked to get involved on social media tweeting their
versions of the song along with the #BeTheMiracle hashtag to raise awareness nationally.
The download was released on iTunes (and other platforms such as Google Play and Amazon) on
Friday 2nd December, it costs just 79p, all proceeds are donated to The Children’s Society, and the
tune is really catchy! Please do try and make it part of your Christmas service or
assembly. Follow the campaign on social media #BeTheMiracle, click HERE to find
out more information on The Children’s Society website, and please do watch the
video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gceq4_T7-ZQ&feature=youtu.be
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Your school’s invitation to a very
special Christingle event in Newcastle
The Children’s Society is delighted to announce the launch
of its brand new Christingle event in partnership with
Newcastle Cathedral. By now your school will have received
its invitation by email and we really hope you can join us.
The special Christingle celebration day, ending in a special
service, is aimed at schools across the Diocese and will be
held on Thursday 2nd February 2017, the Feast of
Candlemas, the last day of the Christmas season, when we
remember Jesus being presented in the temple as the light
of the world by Simeon and Anna. Kindly hosted by
Newcastle Cathedral, the service will be led by a selected
school from the Diocese and the special guest preacher will
be Reverend Kate Bottley, a well-known broadcaster from
Channel 4’s Gogglebox programme and a regular guest on
Radio 2 Chris Evans show. Parents, guardians and carers
will be invited to join the service at 1pm.
The Children’s Society has two large projects based in
Newcastle with a wide reach across the North East. The
SCARPA project works with young people who go missing
from home and those that may be at risk of sexual exploitation. And the SMART project supports
refugee and migrant families through weekly advice drop-in sessions and longer term individual
targeted family support. They also offer a programme of social activities for families, and run training
for partner agencies.
Regional Fundraising Manager, Helen Whiteley, said ‘We are delighted to be working with the
Cathedral to host this new event. We hope to bring schools from across the Diocese together in a
fun and interactive event of workshops, worship and celebration. We want as many schools to join
us, so please get in touch to book your school’s place.’
The Church has always played an integral part in being at the
forefront of social action. It has, for many years, championed
young people and fought to ensure that every child flourishes.
Whilst The Children’s Society’s work has changed over the last
135 years, the vision remains the same: a country where children
are free from disadvantage. Together, united by a common vision,
we can make a difference.
For more information about the event, to book a speaker for your
schools assembly, or the work of The Children’s Society in the
region, contact Helen Whiteley on 07539 214 403 or email
helen.whiteley@childrenssociety.org.uk
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New publication from Grove Books
Grove Books have released a new booklet for Church schools, British Values: Making them Count by
Pamela Draycott. This resource addresses and critiques ‘British values’ and places them within the
context of Christian mission, ethos and values. It also focuses on British values within the context of
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development opportunities across the school. Please click on the
link below to find out more:
https://grovebooks.co.uk/products/ed-29-british-values-in-church-schools-making-them-count
Section headings are:








Introduction
British Values – qualities for living together harmoniously?
Values and SMSC development – opportunities for schools?
Religious Education and Worship – promoting British values?
Case Studies
What are some Next Steps?
Notes

The 28 page booklet from Grove publications costs £3.95 (postage included) To order, telephone
01223 464748 or email sales@grovebooks.co.uk. Alternatively, it can be ordered via the web link
above.
About the Author: Pamela Draycott provides training, support, consultancy and inspection services
in both the primary and secondary sectors in the UK and beyond. She has written and edited practical
classroom religious education resources. She has also been an associate headteacher in a rapidly
improving Church of England secondary school.

Film in Education workshops
Film in Education encourage active learning specific to the curriculum through the mediums of film,
performance and creative writing. They work closely with young people to create films that will inspire
and engage all ages as well as giving them the opportunity to learn about film making first hand,
supported by industry professionals. The process is a fantastic evaluative opportunity – providing
evidence of the students’ learning. Not only do they hold primary school workshops, they also work with
older students as well as adults, and can tailor workshops to any age and experience.
Film in Education work closely with The LDBS (London Dioscesan Board for
Schools) who have their own Haringey Primary Academies Festival with 8 of
their schools. Liz Wolverson, Chief Executive of the Trust, has reported back
about the amazing impact these festivals have for teachers and pupils alike.
Workshops take place over the Spring and Summer Term with the awards ceremony at the Criterion
Theatre Piccadilly at the end of the Summer Term. This is a fantastic event and gathering of all the
schools taking part. Click on the link to take a look at a previous event: https://vimeo.com/156398266
Further details can be found on Pages 10 and 11.
For more information visit: www.filmineducation.com or www.filmineducationworkshops.com

December 2016

Please get in touch…
We kindly urge all schools to inform us of any changes to contact details,
such as new telephone numbers or email addresses. This will allow us to
keep our school contact list up-to-date and ensure that you don’t miss out
on any important news or updates from the Diocese. If any of your
contact details have changed, please email Susie Taylor at:
susie.taylor@drmnewcanglican.org
One more request… we like to celebrate the achievements of
each and every one of our schools. If any pupils or staff have
won any accolades, if you would like us to showcase any
award-winning projects (particularly those with regional or
national significance), or if there are any events that you think
we should mention, please let us know and we will endeavour
to include them in our next newsletter. Please email any
suggestions to: lisa.padgett@drmnewcanglican.org

Healthcare bus is on the way
Harrogate and District NHS Foundation Trust
provide services across County Durham for
children aged 0 -19 years.
They have recently commissioned a healthcare
bus to travel around the County of Durham to
provide school nursing services out in the
community as a way of signposting children and
their parents/families into their services.
Please see the Growing Healthy flyer on Page
13 for further details, including the dates that
the healthcare bus will be visiting particular
areas.

For more details visit the NHS
Growing Healthy Bus website:
www.hdft.nhs.uk/GHCD
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