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Dear Colleagues,
As this is the final newsletter of the academic year, I would like to thank you for your on-going leadership of your
Church school. Your hard work and commitment to the children in your care, and the community that your
school serves, is very much appreciated by the Diocese.
I am acutely aware that for a number of Primary colleagues in particular it has been a difficult end to the year.
Please can I assure you that as a Diocese we are working with local authorities and seeking assurances from
Ofsted that the latest KS2 data capture be looked upon with caution where we have seen such huge
discrepancies between results. As I write I am aware that parliament is discussing the outcomes of the tests and
whether indeed 47% of children in the country should be deemed to have failed to reach the level of
expectation. I will echo my concerns when I meet with the RSC during the summer break.
In the last two weeks, along with other Diocesan Directors of Education, I have been to meet with Sir David
Carter, the National Schools Commissioner, and the Rt Hon Nicky Morgan (the then Secretary of State) Both
meetings were focused upon where the mission of Church of England schools fits with the National agenda. The
NSC discussed at length his vision for the future of every school being either a single academy trust or part of
wider MAT with the latter being his preference. He spoke at length about the work that is being done to look at
how the DfE and we as a Diocese can move forwards with small rural schools having an important place in the
future educational landscape.
The meeting with the then Secretary of State was centred around what was deemed to be working well for
Diocese and what is proving to be challenging. Out of this discussion we were able to be clear about the
importance of Church Schools and the role they play in shaping the future lives of so many children. I have also
convinced a senior civil servant from the DfE to come and see the challenges rural schools face in the North
East – please watch this space as I will be looking for schools that exemplify how vital rural schools are to
communities.
I am delighted to say that as we move into the new academic year we will be fully staffed as a team. Anne and
Jo will be working hard to support outcomes for children and we have two new RE Advisors, Caroline Weir and
Margaret Gibson who will be arranging cluster meetings for RE teachers early on in the new term. Liane and I
will be focusing primarily on delivering the new MATS in both Durham and Newcastle along with working with
the Boards of Education helping to deliver our vision for education.
I am sure many of you are already aware that this year we have entered into a partnering agreement with Vision
of Education. Darren Starling and his team have been working particularly hard to recruit the right people for
some of the harder positions to fill both in our Urban and Rural areas. I have asked Darren to produce a
communication to all of our schools in September as they would like to be far more than another provider of
supply staff. We look forward to working with Vision in a more strategic way in the future.
May I take this opportunity to thank colleagues who were able to attend our Diocesan MAT sessions. The
feedback we have received has been positive with a number of schools already showing an interest in Wave
One of the MATS that we are proposing. Please remember this is not the only option for your school and that if
there are other opportunities you would like us to explore please contact us at an early stage and before
entering into detailed discussions. Please remember as Church of England Schools the Diocesan Boards of
Education are required to give consent for any of our schools to convert to academy status, whether as a
standalone academy trust or as part of a multi-academy trust, and the DfE will require evidence of this consent
as part of the application process.
Finally, I would just like to thank everyone who played a part in our Leavers’ Services at both Cathedrals. I
would like to thank everyone that helped make them happen – especially Eileen and Lisa from the office who
spent hours behind the scenes making sure the Services were organised so efficiently.
I sincerely hope you all have a restful summer break and I look forward to working with you next year. As I have
already said in previous communications there will not be a Diocesan Conference like that of 2015 until 2017.
This will allow us to focus on the work we intend to deliver to Governors in smaller sessions in October. There
will however, be an RE Conference in the Spring Term to help facilitate the work of our new RE advisors who
start in September.
Best wishes,
Paul Rickeard
Diocesan Director of Education

The Dioceses of
Durham and
Newcastle
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Thank you for your donations!
A huge “thank you” from the Joint Education Team goes to all schools who
kindly donated to charity at the Leavers’ Services at Durham and Newcastle
Cathedrals.
The chosen charity in Durham is The Durham Lesotho LINK, with all money
raised making a big difference to the lives of people in Lesotho. For more
information on The Durham Lesotho LINK and the work that they do, please
click HERE.
The Botswana Link Task Group is the chosen
charity in Newcastle. The funds raised will help to
nurture the Anglican companion link between
Newcastle and Botswana, and provides vital
healthcare, education and clergy training. For more
information please click HERE.
If you haven’t yet donated and would like to do so,
please make cheques payable to Newcastle Diocesan Education Board and
post to: Joint Education Team, Church House, St John’s Terrace, North
Shields, NE29 6HS.

Education at Durham Cathedral
The Education Centre at Durham Cathedral offers a variety of
schools’ sessions, each focusing on a different aspect of the
Cathedral, its history and life today.
The magnificent Norman Cathedral with its sense of awe and wonder is the
perfect environment to support work in all areas of the National Curriculum
and agreed Religious Education syllabus.
You can explore the Cathedral as a church, or its role as the centre for
pilgrimage to the shrines of some of the Northern Saints. Learn about
monastic life in the medieval period and the impact of the Reformation to
support work in History. Marvel at the architecture and study the art both in
the stained glass and the intricate pattern and design that the Norman
stonemasons employed. The curriculum areas are endless and there is huge
scope for bespoke cross-curricular activities.
The Education Centre also runs learning sessions for schools on the
Cathedral-owned city centre woodlands and riverbanks. Why not combine a
visit to the Cathedral and the Woodlands and Riverbanks?

EDUCATION

There are a number of set sessions and tours on offer and visits can be
tailored to meet individual requirements. Please note that you must book to
visit the Cathedral if you are an educational group. For further details please
contact the Education Centre on 0191 3744070 or email:
education@durhamcathedral.co.uk
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Fire Safety Compliance
Are your school premises fire safety compliant? Are you happy with the
compliance guidance you currently receive or are you looking for an
alternative provider?
For a fixed fee of £175 plus VAT, Firesec are offering to visit your school
or academy, irrespective of location, to undertake a full fire safety
inspection. Following inspection, Firesec will then produce a fire safety
document highlighting any areas of concern.
If you or your school governor are interested in finding out more, please contact Richard Overend
(Compliance Manager for Firesec) on 07940 098797.

Some important reminders...
Buildings Insurance
If schools are having any building work carried out this summer please let your insurance provider know
in advance in case an increase in your insurance premium is required.

Lease agreements
Please let the Diocese know if you have any leases in place with anyone using school premises on a
regular basis e.g. nurseries or other groups.

Reminder of DfE plans for national database of school governors
This is a reminder to all of our maintained schools about the new requirement to update Edubase with
details of school governors by 1st September 2016. This information will then form part of the DfE
national database of governors. For Academies and Multi-Academy Trusts the Department for
Education is using information it already has (such as details of academy directors) to complete
Edubase to some extent and this information will need to be checked. There are also new requirements
to publish details of academy Members and any committees operating at cluster level between the MAT
board and school level. For more information on the extended duty and the information to be provided,
the DfE press release is available at https://www.gov.uk/government/news/national-database-ofgovernors or please contact Liane Atkin at liane.atkin@drmnewcanglican.org if you have any queries
or require more information.

School Leavers’ Services 2017
We have some provisional dates in mind for the 2017 School Leaver’s Services. The date for the
Newcastle Leavers’ Service is Wednesday 21st June, and the dates for the Durham Leavers’ Services
are Wednesday 5th, Thursday 6th and Friday 7th July. These dates may change but we will provide
further information in our next newsletter.
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Egglescliffe CE Primary School wins
national computer coding competition
A team of pupils from
Egglescliffe CE Primary
School joined two other
shortlisted schools in the
national finals of the
Raspberry Pi coding
competition in London on
Thursday 14th April 2016.

Egglescliffe pupils at the Raspberry Pi Coding Competition 2016

They impressed judges so
much they were named the
national winners of the
contest, which was
organised by PA Consulting
Group to find the UK's best
young coders and
innovators.

The winning team, made up of 11 children from Y3-5, created a game called Colour Smash which
pits competitors against each other to judge who has the fastest reaction speeds and reflexes.
Players have to watch the colour displayed on the screen, then hit the corresponding colour zone on
a large playing board in front of them.
PA’s competition challenged schools to use a Raspberry Pi computer to drive innovation in sport and
leisure. The competition was first launched in 2012 to try to encourage more children to consider a
career in programming and coding, to address a shortage of skills in the industry.
The Raspberry Pi was chosen
because it is a low-cost computer
which was designed to promote the
teaching of basic computer science in
schools.
Judges at the competition included
BBC Technology correspondent Rory
Cellan-Jones and former Tomorrow's
World presenter Maggie Philbin.
The judges loved the game, because
it was a simple but energetic and
brilliant idea. The judges liked the way
the team worked and their passion for
their game. Best of all they liked how
the team was able to take the judges ‘behind the scenes’ of their
entry to show them the code and method.
Winning the award capped an incredible day for all of the
children, and provided a dividend for the huge amount of hard
work and dedication they had given to the project.
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Christ Church CE Primary School
children are thinking about their future
On Friday 20th May local businesses visited the children at Christ Church C of E Primary School in
North Shields. The day was organised with the North Shields Chamber of Commerce and the event
was opened by the Mayor, Mrs Norma Redfern. All of the children had a great day and learned a lot!

Original article from the Newcastle Chronicle
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Celebrating the move from Primary to
Secondary school at Durham Cathedral
Durham Cathedral was buzzing with activity from 14th - 16th June 2016
and there was a wonderful atmosphere as pupils and their teachers took
part in the annual School Leavers’ Services. Year 6 students in our Church
and Community schools came together to celebrate the journey they will be
making from Primary to Secondary School.
Six annual School Leavers’
services organised by the
Joint Education Team serving
the Dioceses of Durham and
Newcastle took place in the
Cathedral over three days,
and each day the Cathedral
was packed with excited
children.
There was
a different
format to
the services this year to make them
more interactive, and this proved to be
hugely successful and very enjoyable.
In groups, the children took part in a variety of
prayer activities where the themes included ‘Wow’,
‘Sorry’, ‘Please’ and ‘Thank You’. There were flags
to be made, prayers and wishes to be written, a
huge jigsaw to contribute to, and all sorts of crafty
activities where the children could really get creative.
Children at one of the activity stations
Picture by Keith Blundy

Some of the
creative activities
enjoyed and
colourful displays
made by the
children on each
of the three days
Pictures by
Keith Blundy

Once the prayer activities were completed there was a short service which
made use of the thoughts and prayers the children had written. This was a
time to celebrate, sing and pray together. Over 2,300 students and staff
took part in the Services from 50 Church of England schools and 22
Community schools.
Pianist Andrew
Christer played at
each of the six
services and the
Venerable Stuart
Bain, Archdeacon
of Sunderland,
provided guitar
accompaniment.
Above: The Rt Rev Mark Bryant who
led the Wednesday services
Picture by Keith Blundy

Left: School children add their
prayer contributions to the giant
floor puzzle
Picture by Keith Blundy
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Will you come and follow me… to
celebrate at Newcastle Cathedral
Newcastle’s St Nicholas’ Cathedral welcomed nearly 600
children and staff from Church schools in the North East at
the annual Leavers’ Service on Wednesday 22nd June 2016.

Jesus said, “Will you come and follow me?”
Picture by Martin Sheppard

Led by Assistant
Bishop of Newcastle
the Rt Revd Frank
White, The Revd
Jane Scott and The
Revd Ian Hennebry,
the service
Children and staff celebrate at St Nicholas’ Cathedral
celebrated the
Picture by Martin Sheppard
pupils’ time at the
schools they will be leaving at the end of this term before
moving on to their next school.
This is always a special event for the Years 4 and 6
children and it is an important part of their transition from
primary to secondary education. A time to reflect on all
that has passed and to celebrate all that is yet to come.
The service this year focused on the lives of four of
Northumberland’s Saints: St Cuthbert, St Oswald, St
Hilda and St Aidan.

Eight Year
5 children
from the
James
Above: One of the Northumbrian Saints being interviewed
Knott
Below: Children from Morpeth All Saints CofE First School
Campus at
Pictures by Martin Sheppard
The
Northumberland
Church of England
Academy played the
roles of either one of
the Saints or their
The Rt Revd Frank White with children from The
attendants. They were
Northumberland Church of England Academy
transported from the
Picture by Martin Sheppard
past by Tardis (complete
with sounds, lights and theatrical smoke!) to the present day where
they were interviewed about their life and the important part they
played in delivering the Christian message.
Pupils from several schools contributed to the service. There was a
reading from the Gospel of Mark by children from Whalton CofE
Primary School. Prayers were read out by children from St
Bartholomew’s CofE Primary school. And children from Morpeth All
Saints CofE First School sang a beautiful song dedicated to the life of
Saint Hilda.
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Well done Grange View First School!
Grange View C of E First
School in Widdrington were
the runners-up in the LOVE
Northumberland awards in the
School Waste category.
At the event which was held at
The Alnwick Garden on 20th
June, Grange View were
handed their accolade by the
Duchess of Northumberland.
Children and staff had been
encouraged to recycle
throughout the school by the
school council team.
Recycling bins were placed in each classroom and pupils were even telling
their families about the importance of recycling. From just one week of
recycling plastic bottles the school had saved enough energy to power a light
bulb for 180 hours or a television for 135 hours!
Winners Grange View CE First School with the Duchess of Northumberland
Picture by Andrew Bryson Photography

Winning entries were awarded £250 and runners-up £100 for their
project or activities. The annual LOVE Northumberland awards were
developed by the county council to promote the work of the authority
and its partner organisations, community groups, volunteers and
schools who all help to preserve and enhance the environment.
For more information about the awards please visit: THE MORPETH HERALD

New in stock at the RRC!
Northern Saints bags for larger groups are now in stock at the Religious
Resources Centre.
They are ideal for schools learning about the Northern
Saints.
We anticipate these items will be in high demand, but
they are also bookable in advance and FREE to borrow
by RRC members!
To find out more, or to book, email:
enquiries@resourcescentreonline.co.uk
or phone: 0191 3750586.
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Whittingham CE First School proudly
host the Rio 2016 Paralympic Torch
Whittingham C of E First School were really pleased to
be one of only 100 schools across the United Kingdom
to be asked to host the Rio 2016 Paralympic Torch on
its journey across the country. Year 4 children from
Branton and Swansfield Park First Schools joined the
children of Whittingham First School in June as part of a
collaboration of future primary schools across the
Alnwick Partnership.
The children took part in various activities such as Goal
Ball and Guided Walking. Ten children who
demonstrated the Paralympic Values of Inspiration,
Courage, Equality
and Determination
were chosen to be ‘Guardians of the Flame’ and carried the
Olympic Torch in relay around the school grounds.
Whittingham hope to continue to work in close partnership with
their neighbouring schools and are very much looking forward to
becoming a Primary School. If anyone would like to join them for
their School Open Day on Tuesday 6th September from 10am
until 12pm, they will be most welcome. The new classroom will
be unveiled on the day, as will many other exciting remodelling
works, and the new school uniform will be on show!

FREE workshop available!
The RRC is working with fabulous Learning
Support Officers from the Durham Light Infantry
Museum & Art Gallery to pilot a new faithbased session which will be run on YOUR
premises at NO COST!
Pupils will explore 'Real Stories, Real Lives'
from WW1 and the significance of the poppy
to people of faith.
Demand will be high but only three schools’ experiences
are available. For more information please contact Carolyn
Waterworth. Email: carolyn.waterworth@durham.gov.uk
or phone: 0300 266 668.
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Congratulations to Northern Saints CE
Primary School in Sunderland
Northern Saints Church of England Primary
School are the joint winners of the National
Pupil Premium Awards 2016 in the KS2
category. The awards ceremony was held
on 12th May 2016 at the Drapers Hall in
London.
The school were delighted to receive the
award which is sponsored by TES and DfE,
and it recognises the fact that the school
excels at improving the life chances of our
children, particularly the disadvantaged.
Northern Saints are ensuring that their
children get the best start in life and they
aim to use the pupil premium grant that they
receive annually in as many match-funded
situations as possible.

Northern Saints pupils with their national and regional certificates

An excellent example of their match-funded work is that with The Outward Bound Trust. The Outward
Bound Trust (OBT) is a national charity with a successful history of providing pupils with personal
development through challenge, adventure and exposure to the outdoor wilderness.
A central theme to the school’s work is the notion that the North East’s great heritage should propel us
into the future with even greater aspiration. Disadvantaged children lack that urgency for learning and
inspiration to achieve, and so the pupil premium grant is used to provide a wide range of additional
opportunities to get out into the local and regional area and to use the plethora of museums, galleries
and resources to increase lifelong aspiration.
A good example is the strong partnership with Beamish Museum, one of the country’s leading working
museums. Staff attend training days with the centre, use their materials and resource boxes in school
and through carefully identifying barriers to learning, use planning sheets to target individuals who are
struggling with learning. When classes then visit the museum e.g. to spend a day in the Victorian
school, a day mining in the pit, or work in the newly reconstructed Edwardian bakery, teachers and
teaching assistants focus questioning towards targeted pupils using Bloom’s Taxonomy to shape and
develop higher order thinking and problem solving.
Following their win there has been a real buzz about the school. They have achieved what they set out
to do: to make every moment matter and to ensure that all children have the best chance of success in
life.

To find out more about the 2016 Pupil
Premium awards, visit
www.pupilpremiumawards.co.uk/
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Hugh Joicey CE First School in Ford
celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday
Jacqueline Dalrymple, Acting Headteacher at Hugh Joicey C of E First School in Ford writes:
“On Tuesday 7th June Ford First School celebrated the Queen’s 90th Birthday in style. We were
delighted to be joined by a lovely group of visitors from the villages who turned out in their finery to
be served a delicious cream tea by the ever-generous and talented PTA. The children played party
games in the sunshine all dressed in red, white and blue and then sang God Save the Queen.

“Lord and Lady Joicey very kindly attended and Lord Joicey delighted the children by presenting
them all with a commemorative gift, also provided by the PTA.
“Our older children took the opportunity to interview our more senior guests about their memories of
Ford school and of previous Royal occasions. It was a really delightful afternoon for our children,
staff, families and guests and the children have been delighted to receive so many thank you cards
which are displayed in school.”

We want to hear from you!
We like to celebrate the achievements of each and every
one of our schools. If you have recently held a special
event in school or if any of your pupils or staff have
received an award, please do let us know as we’d love to
share your good news.
Please email any of your good news stories or
suggestions to: lisa.padgett@drmnewcanglican.org
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St Aidan’s CE Memorial Primary in
Hartlepool celebrate their 90th Birthday
On 26th May 1926 St Aidan’s CE Memorial
Primary School in Hartlepool opened it’s
doors for the first time.
90 years on the school is still standing tall
and proud of it's heritage and achievements.

St Aidan’s beautiful Birthday cake

On 27th May 2016, the school opened it's
doors to the community in a celebration of
it's 90th Birthday!!

The Bishop of Durham, the Rt Revd Paul Butler, launched
the event by releasing 90 red balloons into the sky above
St Aidan’s. The day was a huge success with smiles of
happiness evident in every nook and cranny! Past pupils
and staff were invited along to the celebrations together
with Headteachers from other local Church schools.
There were cream teas served
by 1920s-clad waitresses, a
traditional coconut shy, 1920s
playground games, 1920s
sports on the field, Punch and
Judy, a presentation by
Hartlepool Heugh Battery as
well as 1920s cakes and
memorabilia on display... then
to top it all the choir sang
traditional 1920s hymns, and a
time capsule was buried at the
front of the school building... it
really was a joy to be part of.
With every pupil and staff member all dressing in traditional 1920s
clothing, the event was a ‘roaring’ success!! The school would like to
thank everyone who got involved.

St Aidan’s also
achieved an
outstanding in
their SIAMS
inspection - well
done!
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Bishop Christine presents awards to
Richard Coates CE Middle School
Heather Cape, Headteacher at Richard Coates C of E Middle School in Ponteland writes:
“We have completed the
Archbishop Youth Leader Awards
(second year now) with our Year
5. Bishop Christine came to meet
the children last Friday (24th
June) and listen to what they did
to achieve their awards at St
Mary’s in Ponteland. She and a
representative from the Trust in
York then presented the children
with the awards at a service for
families and the community.”
The theme for the awards was ‘Be
the change you want to see’ and
the children had to carry out tasks
that make a difference in their
community.
Some of the initiatives that Richard Coates pupils undertook included:
 Collecting unwanted clothes for the West End of

Newcastle Refugee Service
 Arranging a cake sale for Cancer Research
 Donating food items to the People’s kitchen
 Litter picking and gardening around school
 Gardening for neighbours and making

compost
 Community litter pick
 Raising £650 for Children in Need

through a school fair
 Cooking dinner for the family
 Writing a letter to an elderly person in

sheltered accommodation
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St George’s CE Academy in Darlington
celebrate 10 years in school building
St George’s C of E Academy in Darlington celebrated the tenth anniversary of their school buildings
on 28th June 2016.
The children entertained everyone with brilliant singing and dancing and presented some of the
achievements of St Georges’ pupils over the years in a celebratory service. There was also a
wonderful afternoon tea laid on by the school kitchen staff.
At the end of the service the Mayor and Mayoress of Darlington and the Venerable Stuart Bain, Chair
of the Durham Diocesan Education Board, unveiled a beautiful new school banner which was made
up of squares sewn by each of the pupils with help from local volunteers.
Congratulations to all at St Georges!

Left: The fabulous Anniversary Afternoon Tea!
Below: Headteacher Janine Gleeson with the beautiful new banner
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Warkworth CE First School children
learn about Hindu faith and culture
Warkworth C of E First School in Northumberland give an account of their exciting school visit:
“On July 1st a whole school visit had been arranged to the ISKCON Hindu Temple in Newcastle.
Great excitement filled the two coaches as we set off! The children and adults were eager to find out more
about the Hindu faith and culture.
“On our arrival we were given a warm welcome by Kirtida who looked
after us during the day. In the Temple Hall we sat on cushions on the
wooden floor while Kirtida talked
to us about the Hindu Faith. We
could smell incense in the room
and colourful statues and
pictures adorned the walls. We
were encouraged to ask
questions about what we could
see and we were told about
where the religion of Hinduism
originated and about the different forms of their God Brahman –
Vishnu, Krishna and Rama. We looked at the statues in the shrine.
“Kirtida sang a song and asked us to
listen carefully to the words. We learned
a special welcome greeting with words
from the song and listened to special
stories. She taught us special actions
which represent the different forms of
God and animals which are sacred to
the Hindu faith. We were shown how to
dress in clothes which may be worn by
Hindus and shown how to play the
special drums.
“We all got involved in different workshops – dressing up, reading special
Hindu stories, playing the drums, face and hand painting and looking at
artefacts. The children enjoyed choosing which clothes they wished to
wear and there was lots of enthusiasm to take part in the drumming
workshop! It was interesting to learn about the different symbols and
patterns used in the face and hand painting. The children could choose a
bindi to wear after Kirtida had explained the significance of them. We
looked at the soft yak’s tails, the peacock fan, the dolls, the flower
garlands, the conch shell and different musical instruments.
“Before lunch we sat quietly on the floor cushions and Kirtida sang a
special prayer to God. It was beautiful, we listened and watched
carefully. She used different things to arouse the senses. Incense was
used to smell, a small bell was used for hearing and we watched Kirtida
move carefully and gracefully as she waved the special peacock fan. We
all enjoyed Prashad, a traditional vegetarian lunch of puri, rice and curry,
followed by a dessert of ice-cream. Our day went so quickly and we
learned so much. Many thanks to Kirtida and her team who looked after
us all so well.”
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We are thinking about...
Women in The Bible
There are many important women who feature in the Bible, and over the
coming weeks we will be exploring questions such as:
 Why are women an important part of the Bible?
 Why should we study women in the Bible?
 How are women in the Bible viewed across different parts of the world?

There are lots of new resources being
developed. If you’re teaching about this topic
and want to find out more, follow the RRC on
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ReligiousRC,
on Twitter: @ReligiousRC, and explore the
RRC forums online by clicking HERE

New from Barnabas in Schools
Creating Character
One of the most important things a school can do for a child is to help them
shape their character, developing strong personal values such as courage,
wisdom, thankfulness, humility, endurance, service and compassion. But how
can we best achieve that?
‘Creating Character’ (starting October 2016) is our
new creative arts-based Barnabas RE Day helping
primary schools to take this further with pupils. We are
offering two distinct Barnabas RE Day packages:
‘Friendship, Forgiveness and Peace’ or ‘Compassion,
Service, and Community.’ Both use a range of classic
Bible stories and interactive activities to get children
thinking and talking about personal values, backed up
by free online support material and an INSET
programme for staff.
Discounted cost for schools in Durham and
Newcastle Dioceses are £195 for the whole day.
Interested? For more information contact Chris Hudson on 07739 348386 or
email chris.hudson@brf.org.uk. Further information can be found online at:
http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/creating-character/
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The Children’s Society Christingle
service at Newcastle Cathedral
The Children’s Society will be hosting a special Christingle service at
Newcastle Cathedral on Thursday 2nd February 2017 for schools across the
region.
There will be workshops, a service to learn about the Christingle message and
its connection to the work of The Children’s Society and its work with the most
disadvantaged and vulnerable children and young people in our communities.
Please save the date and look out for further
information in our next newsletter.
www.childrenssociety.org.uk

Simply Collective Worship
Simply Collective Worship is a fully planned four year scheme of assemblies and thoughts for the
day. It is designed to support primary schools to develop important individual and community values
whilst at the same time meeting the legal requirements in providing a daily act of collective worship.
Please visit www.simplycollectiveworship.co.uk for more information about the resource, including
testimonials from schools. There is also a six-week sample available to download free.
The sample contains a planning document, including Bible references used in each assembly and
thoughts for the day. This can reduce your planning and preparation time, allowing your school to take
time to stop and reflect on important community values.
The planning document provided is versatile so you can choose the topics or themes that suit your own
school calendar. Each weekly theme is made up of one main assembly that could be delivered to the
whole school and four smaller thoughts for the day based on the same theme. Important values and life
skills are repeated throughout the themes. Respect, tolerance, resilience and mindfulness are just
some of the important topics included in the resource.

