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Dear Colleagues,
As this is the final newsletter of the academic year, I would like to thank you for your
on-going support for myself and the team but most importantly your leadership of
your Church school. Your hard work and commitment to the children in your care,
and the community that your school serves, is very much appreciated by the
Diocese.
It has been another busy year for all of us with the usual turmoil of leadership
politically. However, it has also been a year of great sadness with the many incidents
that have occurred throughout this academic year. I realise how hard this is for you
as you try and make sense of the complicated world we are in for the children and
families you serve. Please remember that we are here to support you in whatever
way we can, both as the Joint Education Team and the Dioceses’.
Thank you to all schools for responding so promptly to the recent request for details
of your fire risk assessments. May we remind all colleagues that their fire risk
assessments should be updated on at least an annual basis, or in the event of any
changes made to the building.
I am delighted to share that the recent Character Conference was a great success
and a healthy reminder of the difference our character education makes to the lives
of so many children, not just in the Diocese but nationally in the Church of England.
It was good to hear the Chief Education Advisor reaffirm our commitment to
delivering the very best education we can to over a million children in England alone.
Our conference was the best attended out of the four that were organised by the
team in London.
Our Mental Health Conference was also a huge success and I was delighted that we
were also able to welcome colleagues from community schools and local authorities
who had asked to be part of the day. I hope that those who were able to attend will
feel more prepared to work in such a complicated area of need in our schools as a
result of the workshops and support that the day offered.
I am delighted to be able to share with you that our RE Advisors Caroline and
Margaret have agreed to stay with us for another year to support RE. This is on the
back of a successful bid to the Hild Bede fund for a further year of funding. A number
of you have already accessed support from the advisors – please can I urge those of
you who have not made use of their skills to make a point of getting in touch should
you need any form of support with the RE curriculum. Several of our schools are
now working towards the RE quality Mark. Caroline and Margaret can support you
through this process and one of our original aims of the ‘Year of RE’ was to support
as many schools as possible to achieve Gold, Silver or Bronze.
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A number of colleagues have attended the Understanding Christianity training. Please can I stress how
useful a resource this is for all of our schools. I have asked the advisors to repeat the training throughout
next year so that all 102 schools across both Dioceses have had the opportunity to attend. The cost is
heavily subsidised and again the feedback on the resources and the course delivery is excellent. Dates
for further training will hopefully be shared in the next two weeks.
After the success of the SIAMS training for senior leaders we are now offering training for all of our
Governors. Please can you make sure this has been offered to all governors as we have been regularly
asked about providing further support – again the cost is subsidised and we are offering two venues.
Newcastle: Tuesday 26th September, Marriott Gosforth Park, and Durham: Tuesday 10th October,
Ramside Hall. Both courses run from 6:00pm until 8:30pm.
BLOOD BIKES! Some of you may be aware of the Charity which funds Blood Bikes or you may have
even seen them traveling on the roads between hospitals and the Blood Banks. Our very own Bishop
Mark Tanner (Newcastle Diocese) is one of the Bikers who actually gives some of his free time to support
the charity moving blood around the North East to ensure hospitals have the correct number of units to
support anyone in need. The charity are for ever in need of funds to support the work of the bikers and I
would ask if any of your school councils are considering a worthy charity for next year then maybe this
could be born in mind. If anyone is interested please could you get in touch with our office and we can
send out some further information.
Thank you to all those schools who managed to attend the Leavers’ Services – whilst I was not able to
attend I have now seen the photos and it looks like they will have added to the many memories our
children will have of their time in our schools. Thanks also to my team who worked so hard to make sure
they happened and ran so smoothly.
Finally, may I wish you all a very restful and enjoyable well-earned break over the summer. Whilst the
team will be taking holidays we hope to maintain a skeleton staff over the holiday period and we will be
checking emails when possible.
Thank you for your continued support,
Paul

Thank you for your donations!
A huge “thank you” from the Joint Education Team goes to all schools who kindly
donated to charity at the Leavers’ Services at Durham and Newcastle Cathedrals.
The chosen charity in Durham is The Durham Lesotho LINK, with
all money raised making a big difference to the lives of people in
Lesotho. For more information on The Durham Lesotho LINK and
the work that they do, please click HERE.
The Botswana Link Task Group is the chosen charity in Newcastle. The funds raised will help
to nurture the Anglican companion link between Newcastle and Botswana, and provides vital
healthcare, education and clergy training. For more information on The Botswana Link Task
Group please click HERE.
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An update from the RE Advisors
Well it has been an exciting year for RE in the Dioceses of Durham and Newcastle! Thank you for all
your support in our roles and we are delighted to be able to confirm that our roles will be continuing
during the next academic year as well.
Just to update you on the RE Quality Mark, congratulations go to both St Anne’s CofE Primary School
in Bishop Auckland and St Peter’s CofE Primary School in Elwick - both have recently achieved the
Gold Award in recognition of their fantastic practice in RE. The RE coordinators in each of the schools
found this to be a very positive and rewarding experience. Really well done to both schools!
Other schools are currently preparing to apply for the RE Quality Mark, so watch this space!
It would be lovely to hear from any schools interested in having their RE work recognised in this way;
we would be more than happy to support you through the process or to answer any questions you may
have.
In other news, the first phase of the Understanding Christianity training has been very well received.
Thank you for participating so enthusiastically in this endeavour!
It is clear that those who attended the training can see how this resource will raise the standard of
teaching and learning in RE across our schools. Don’t just take our word for it, delegates who attended
that training had the following to say:
‘It has totally changed my way of thinking with regards to RE.
Can’t wait to get started!’
‘I would recommend this event: it is informative, led by well
informed and engaging facilitators’
‘It reinvigorated my enthusiasm for the subject and its impact in school’
‘It would be great if all staff could have come!’
For those of you who were unable to attend this first round of training, we will be rolling out further
training in the autumn term. Dates to follow so please look out for these!
We are excited about working with you again next year as we seek to provide the best RE for our
young people.
Have a great summer,
Caz and Margaret

Page 4

July 2017

Students and staff gather to celebrate
at Durham Cathedral Leavers’ Services
Durham Cathedral was packed out and filled with the most
wonderful atmosphere from Tuesday 6th - Thursday 8th June
2017 as young students and their teachers took part in services to
celebrate their journey from Primary to Secondary school.
Six annual School Leavers’ Services organised by the Joint
Education Team serving the Dioceses of Durham and Newcastle
took place in the Cathedral over three days, and on each day the
Cathedral was filled with excited children. Just over 2,300
students and staff took part from 40 Church of England schools,
Children enjoying the service
28
Community schools and 2 Roman Catholic Schools. As with
Picture by Keith Blundy
last year, when a new format was trialled, the services were again
more interactive, hugely successful and enjoyed by all.
In groups, the children
took part in a series of
prayer station workshops
which were designed to
help them reflect on their
time at Primary school, to
think about moving to their
new Secondary schools,
and to address any
worries they might have
about the transition.

Some of the creative
activities enjoyed by
the children on each
of the three days
Pictures by Keith
Blundy

There were flags to be
made giving thanks for
their time at Primary
school, a lighthouse where they could attach prayers and wishes for their journey, a chance to make
pipe-cleaner models of people who are important to them as a way of saying ’thanks’, a giant jigsaw to
contribute to, and various other crafty activities where the children could really get creative.

The Venerable Stuart Bain on guitar
Picture by Keith Blundy

After the prayer station activities there was a short service giving everyone a
chance to celebrate, sing and pray together. The Venerable Stuart Bain,
Archdeacon of Sunderland, led
three of the services and provided
guitar accompaniment. The Rt
Revd Mark Bryant, Bishop of
Jarrow, led one of the services and
The Rt Revd Paul Butler, Bishop of
Durham, led two of the services.
Year 10 students from Ian Ramsey
CofE Academy in Stockton were
on hand to help out throughout
each day and led the groups of
children around the Cathedral to
The Rt Revd Paul Butler speaking with children during the service
take part in the activities.
Picture by Keith Blundy
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Giving thanks for our ‘superheroes’ at
Newcastle Cathedral Leavers’ Service
On Wednesday 21st June 2017 St Nicholas’ Cathedral in
Newcastle welcomed over 550 students and staff from 25
Church of England schools and 1 Community school to take
part in the annual School Leavers’ Service.

The Rt Revd Mark Tanner leading the service
Picture by Daniel Doran

Organised by the
Joint Education
Team serving the
Dioceses of Durham
and Newcastle, the
service was led by
Children and staff celebrate at St Nicholas’ Cathedral
The Rt Revd Mark
Picture by Daniel Doran
Tanner, Bishop of
Berwick, The Revd Jane Scott and The Revd Ian Hennebry.
Giving thanks for their time at the schools they are leaving at
the end of term, all pupils thoroughly enjoyed the service which
had ‘Superheroes’ as its theme this year.

Pupils from Chollerton CofE First School, Grange View CofE First School, Ford Hugh Joicey CofE First
School, St Paul’s CofE Primary School and Whalton CofE Primary School each did readings or poems
about the people in their lives who they see as real-life superheroes. These are people who inspire,
uplift and help others, and it was a time to reflect on their individual ‘superhero’ qualities and to give
thanks for them being in the children’s lives. But, as Bishop Mark told the children, each and every one
of them is also a superhero in their right.
Children from Christ Church CofE Primary School in North Shields led the prayers, one pupil from
Archbishop Runcie CofE First School did a reading from Philippians 4, students from The
Northumberland CofE Academy performed a
fantastic drama about the Transformation of
Paul, and children from Whitley Memorial
CofE First School performed a very energetic
dance routine.
Students from
Whitley Memorial
CofE First School
also made up the
superb choir and
brass band, and
children from St
Bartholomew’s
CofE Primary
School did an
excellent job of
managing the IT
From left: The Whitley Memorial CofE First School (Bedlington) brass band; The Revd
and audio visual
Ian Hennebry and children from Whitley Memorial leading the actions for the songs;
equipment on the
The Revd Jane Scott accompanies children from Christ Church CofE Primary School
(North Shields) as they read prayers.
day.
The Rt Revd Mark Tanner
Pictures by Daniel Doran

Picture by Daniel Doran
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Bring Godly Play to your school
Godly Play is a creative and imaginative approach to
spiritual and emotional development.
Godly Play can be used with adults and children and in a
whole variety of settings, including schools.
For more information, see the Godly Play website:
www.godlyplay.uk
Rachel Bainton and Mary Cooper, based in the north east, are nationally
accredited Godly Play trainers. They can offer Taster Sessions (2 hours) or
Introductory Days (6 hours) to help you discover more. These can be
arranged locally to suit your particular needs. Contact Rachel at:
rachel.bainton@gmail.com or Mary at: cooper.mary@blueyonder.co.uk for
further information.
For those who want to train more fully as Godly Play practitioners, 3-day
accredited core training courses are held around the country, throughout the
year. See: http://www.godlyplay.uk/courses/ for more information.
Godly Play Network Meetings are held regularly in both Durham and
Newcastle. These are open to anyone – those already using Godly Play and
those interested in finding out more.
Contact Rebecca Tobin at:
mthrrebecca@outlook.com for information
about meetings in Durham
Contact Helen Robertson at:
helenvrobertson@gmail.com for information
about meetings in Newcastle

Puddles and Freddie
Accredited Resources Offer
RRC members can get a one-time offer of £100 off the Puddles and
Freddie Fisher set of Understanding Christianity accredited resources
from ‘Books at Press’.
Further details can be found at: https://tinyurl.com/ybucksj7
The deadline for the offer is 31st July but
this date may be extended and schools
are encouraged to check with the ‘Books
at Press’ office.
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Whitley Wonderings - Godly Play at
Whitley Memorial CofE First School
Claire Bruce, Class Teacher at Whitley Memorial Church of England First School in Bedlington, writes:
Following the Year 4 children’s visit to Newcastle Cathedral, where they experienced their first session
of Godly Play, everyone was absolutely delighted when Helen, a Godly Play storyteller, volunteered to
come to school to take more sessions. The children were so excited with this news because they had
enjoyed their first experience immensely.
When the day eventually arrived, the children couldn’t wait for the morning to pass so that it would be
time for Godly Play. There was lots of talk about what the story could be this time.
After dinner, Helen arrived and was warmly welcomed by the children.
There were a multitude of volunteers eager and willing to help to set up
the cushions, the focal shelf and the ‘feast’. When everything was
ready, the children lined up calmly and quietly to enter the special
space that had been created. The class teacher acted as door person,
welcoming each child into the room individually. The children sensibly
sat on the cushion that they were assigned. They were delighted to
share their personal cushions with each other.
Helen shared ‘The Parable of the Good Shepherd’ with the children.
You could have heard a pin drop. The teachers had never seen the
children so calm, quiet and focussed! At one point in the story, Helen placed one of the wooden sheep
figurines under a dark piece of material which signified danger. The fear on the children’s faces was
evidence of the feelings that were provoked.
After the story, it was time to wonder. The children had been so
captivated and involved in listening to the story they had lots of
thoughts, feelings and questions that they wanted to share with the
class or reflect on in quiet contemplation. One child said that he felt
really warm and it felt like the Holy Spirit had tapped him on the head.
Another said that he felt relaxed because the atmosphere was peaceful
and ‘comfy’ and that Helen told a great story. He exclaimed that he
was going to go home and tell his family a Godly Play story; which he
did that night.
And then it was time for the ‘feast’. What a lovely way to finish such a
special activity, sharing food and drink together. It also gave the
children time to chat about their experiences in a more informal way.
Some of the children talked about feeling peaceful and close to God
and Jesus. The topics of trust, leadership and being a good person like
the Good Shepherd were also discussed.
Godly Play is such an excellent experience in which the children learn,
reflect, share and above all love to take part in. The staff and children
at The Whitley would like to thank Helen for volunteering to come to
school and skilfully lead these sessions.
The school is really fortunate because Helen is visiting The Whitley again, in May, to share the story of
"The Circle of the Church Year", a liturgical action story, and the staff and children can’t wait.
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Does your school have solar panels?
We ask all schools who have had solar panels installed to contact the Diocese
to let us know so that we can update our database. Please email Eileen Bell at
eileen.bell@drmnewcanglican.org. Thank you.
If you are considering panels, please could you let us know - there can be costs
you are not aware of...

School Leavers’ Services 2018
We have some provisional dates in mind for the 2018 School Leavers’ Services.
The Newcastle Leavers’ Service is expected to be on Wednesday 27th June, and
the dates for the Durham Leavers’ Services are expected to be Tuesday 12th,
Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th June.
As always, these dates may be subject to change, but we will provide further
information in our next newsletter.
Please may we remind you that due to the revised format on the day, parents and families are
not to be invited to attend this event. We do appreciate that parents may want to attend but we
thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Discounted Ordering Service from the
North East Religious Resources Centre
Looking for a set of Bibles to use next year?
The RRC can source resources for you at (an
often competitive) discounted price.
Contact us on
orders@resourcescentreonline.co.uk for further
details and a quote.
Please note: due to demand all orders must
be in by the end of the summer term.

Page 9

July 2017

Fischy Music and RE Event at The
Northumberland CofE Academy
Libby Taylor, RE Lead (Primary) at The Northumberland Church of England Academy, writes:
Crowds of creative children flocked to Northumberland CofE Academy
on Thursday 16th March, to attend a fun packed and thought provoking
musical conference. Year 4 and 5 pupils from seven Primary and First
schools, local to the Academy, attended this event, run by Stephen
Fischbacher of Fischy Music and Lat Blaylock of RE Today.
Stephen’s excellent method of
teaching new songs enabled the
children to learn at least 6 songs,
throughout the day. Some children
even wrote brand new verses
which we all learnt right there and
then.
Lat opened up creative thinking
and responses, linked to the RE
themes, where all the schools mixed and shared ideas. Even
the teachers stepped up to be interviewed as part of the creative process. Staff were particularly
pleased that within the fun, the children had a chance to think more deeply about creation, their
worries and being stronger; really worthwhile.
‘It was brilliant. Are we doing
this every Thursday?’ Matthew
Yr4.
‘I can’t stop singing “Big, Big
Questions”! That was my
favourite.’ Holly Yr4.
Thank you Stephen
and Lat who were
fantastic. Children
and staff had a
great day and we’re
making sure we
have Fischy Music
available in school
so everyone can
join in.
If anyone would be interested in hosting or joining a conference day for your children, please email
either Lat Blaylock at Lat@retoday.org.uk or Stephen Fischbacher at stephen@fischy.com to make
enquiries. They do have access to funding to support the day.
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Some news stories from Easington
CofE Primary School in Durham
Inter-faith week
During Inter Faith week Mr
Gregory (Head of RE) and a
number of Easington Academy
students brought artefacts
from different religions into our
school. During the day each
class had the opportunity to
handle and explore the
artefacts with the support of
the Academy students.
This was a wonderful
opportunity for our children
which extended their knowledge of different religions. A huge thank you to Mr Gregory and the students for
making this opportunity possible.
Our FROG group wrote to our friends in other CofE Schools in our cluster about what we got up to in Inter
Faith week and our friends from other CofE Schools wrote back to us.

Hot chocolate and cookie sale
During a morning break time our FROG group organised a hot chocolate (with marshmallows!) and cookie
sale for all children in school. All proceeds went towards the Lesotho Link organised by Durham Diocese
to strengthen our children’s understanding of global Christianity.
Rev’d Emma came into school to tell us all about Lesotho. The
Durham Lesotho LINK was established in 1986 as a partnership
between the two dioceses of Lesotho and Durham, with a strong
developmental element at its heart. It has initiated a wide range of
projects, always aiming to make a difference in the lives of the people
at both ends of the LINK. The LINK functions as a window on the
world, giving a focussed and more personal angle on developing
world issues such as poverty, climate change, inequality,
dependency, AIDS and on Christianity in the developing world. Past
projects include:









Building a community health centre and a community education centre
A large scale forestry programme
A micro enterprise loans scheme to help start small businesses
Poultry units for 20 schools in Lesotho
Training projects in outdoor activities for disadvantaged young people
Exchange programmes, visits, scholarships and training programmes
Containers of resources to support LINK initiatives
Assisting in the establishment and operation of two orphanages

Further information about the Durham Lesotho Link can be found by visiting:
http://www.durham-lesotholink.org.uk
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Mutual Respect and Tolerance Conference
Mr Appleby, Olivia and Miles attended the Durham LA Mutual Respect and Tolerance conference
organised by Isobel Short. This was a wonderful event attended by twenty schools and gave Olivia and
Miles the opportunity to meet many new people. They spoke to people from different religions and faith
groups and found out more about their beliefs. Some people brought some artefacts from their faith to
share which Olivia and Miles really enjoyed. During the morning there was a panel activity where children
posed questions to some of the people from different religions and faith groups – the questions were “big”
questions: What do you think happens when you die? Why do you think children should learn more about
different religions?
During the afternoon Olivia and Miles made a Peace Mala bracelet.
Peace Mala focuses on the Golden Rule: "Treat others as you would
wish them to treat you". Its intention is to educate and remind
everyone that this rule is recognised by many scholars, teachers and
philosophers. A Peace Mala is a double rainbow symbolic bracelet
that promotes friendship, respect and peace between the faiths and
all people in our world. It cuts through all forms of prejudice and
celebrates what makes us different from each other. It is a vision for
the future -wearing the Peace Mala is a promise to help create a
better world.
Olivia and Miles came back to school full of ideas about how their day could be shared – we are hoping to
organise our own Mutual Respect day in school in the autumn term.

We want to hear from you!
We like to celebrate the achievements of each and every one of our schools
If any of your pupils or staff have won any accolades, if you would like us to
showcase any award-winning projects (particularly those with regional or
national significance), or if there are any other events that you think we should
mention, please let us know and we will endeavour to include them in our next
newsletter.
Please email any of your good news stories to Lisa Padgett at:
lisa.padgett@drmnewcanglican.org

And don’t forget…!
We kindly urge all schools to inform us of any changes to contact details, such
as new telephone numbers or email addresses. This will allow us to keep our
school contact list up-to-date and ensure that you don’t miss out on any
important news or updates from the Diocese.
If any of your contact details have changed, please email Susie Taylor at:
susie.taylor@drmnewcanglican.org
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New Stock at the RRC!
Oscar out of the Box topic box
Following the diocesan conference on Character and Virtue, schools might
like to know about Oscar out of the Box.
Using symbols, story props and songs, Oscar the wise
little owl accompanies everyone through the worship
journey as they learn, reflect and respond together.
When the Bible is opened, Oscar imagines himself to be
taken back in time, listening and watching with his bird's
eye view as the stories, wonderfully retold by the
international story teller, Bob Hartman, unfold before him.
Ideal to use with Key Stage 1 when teaching about
Christian Values, as each story has a Christian value
theme running through it.
This item is FREE to borrow by RRC members and
bookable in advance.
To make a booking, please contact the RRC by phoning 0191 3750586 or via
email at enquiries@resourcescentreonline.co.uk

New Knowing
Religion books
An excellent foundation for the new GCSE
specifications, these books are also ideal
for non-specialist primary RE teachers.
Published on 15th May 2017, the Knowing
Religion books are now available for
inspection at both of the RRC sites,
Church House in North Shields, NE29 6HS
and Cuthbert House in Durham, DH1 3RY.
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Some updates from TheSchoolBus
With increasing ambiguity around funding cuts, schools are having to look at more ways to generate
income; however, according to Westminster Briefing, over 70 percent of school leaders lack confidence
in their school’s ability to generate new income.
We’ve been working with our expert associates on a number of resources to increase knowledge of
income generation opportunities for schools and provide resources to help implement income
generation strategies.
One particular way of raising income is to hire out the school facilities; however, this comes with a
number of considerations and processes that need to be followed.
Read our Hiring Out School Facilities guidance document for expert advice on the key considerations to
be made before hiring out your premises, how to mitigate associated risks, and how to apply charges.
Use our Letting School Premises Risk Assessment to assess the different risks associated with hiring
out your school premises, as well as set out control measures to implement to address these risks.
For more income generation resources, including a Lettings Policy and guidance on strategic and
holistic income generation, raising funds for school trips, maximising income using the school site and
more, TheSchoolBus members can visit our Income Generation Resource Pack.

Parental Behaviour in Schools and Online
Three in 10 teachers suffer abuse from pupils’ parents, according to research from Bath Spa University,
ATL and Unison.
Throughout the study, primary and secondary teachers and teaching assistants were found to have
experienced a variety of abusive behaviour at the hands of parents, both online and on the school
premises.
Make parents aware of the school policies they must adhere to and the behaviour that is expected of
them on the school premises by displaying our Parental Behaviour Poster.
Help minimise the risk of parents posting or sending abusive messages about the school, its teachers
or other parents by implementing our Social Media Code of Conduct for Parents.
We’ve created these free downloads alongside a whole host of other resources to help schools mitigate
the risk of teachers receiving abuse from parents, and to ensure social media is used safely and
responsibly by all members of the school community.

TheSchoolBus alleviates risk, giving
you peace of mind.
With 1000s of resources and articles, alongside
our outstanding support, we provide an
unparalleled service and are a trustworthy source
of information for the education sector.

