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Dear Colleagues,
The recent announcement by the Chancellor has obviously sparked a significant
amount of discussion regarding our Church Schools and how we manage moving
forward towards becoming Academies or part of Multi Academy Trusts. The White
Paper has been published today and I have also had a communication from the RSC
assuring us of her support as we move forwards on our journey as two Dioceses.
By way of a summary:

 The Government is not taking immediate powers to force conversion so we DO
NOT need to rush. Schools must have a plan in place by 2020 for 2022.
However, the RSC has written... “we are implementing measures in the new
Education and Adoption Act which received Royal Assent yesterday so that all
inadequate schools become sponsored academies and coasting schools are tackled
for the first time.” RSC Janet Renou

 The "MAT" is the preferred option but is not compulsory (this is a change from
advice given to the Diocese only just last week from the DfE)
The RSC has written... “The DfE will soon be publishing 'design principles' to set out
what we know about successful MATS, and for single academy trusts where schools
can demonstrate they will be successful and sustainable standing alone.” RSC Janet
Renou

 Local Authorities will lose their statutory school improvement role
“We are expecting an announcement that GOOD schools will be eligible to apply for
Teaching School Status - hence potential increased capacity for school to school
support.” RSC Janet Renou
Since our most recent Conference the Team have been working with several clusters
and individual schools who have approached us to progress academy plans.
However, we recognise that schools are at totally different stages on this journey.
Over the Summer Term we are now planning to run several workshops to support you
in your discussions. Please remember any plans must be discussed with the Diocese
BEFORE being submitted to the DfE for consideration. I must make clear that we
would prefer a systematic approach to conversion so that no schools are left behind
and that the structures being put in place are sustainable and have the best chance of
success.
If you would like to speak to either myself, Liane or Anne please do not hesitate to
send an email and we will respond as soon as possible. In the meantime please
remember you are not alone and we are here to support you. I have briefed the
Diocesan Boards of Education regarding the most recent announcements and both
Dioceses are fully committed to working closely with our schools to ensure all of our
solutions are in the best interests of our children.
With very wishes for a very happy and restful Easter from myself and all the Team.
Paul Rickeard

The Dioceses of
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Leavers’ services 2016
We are once again looking forward the annual Leavers’ services. Here is
a quick reminder of the dates:
The services for Durham Diocesan
Schools will be held on Tuesday 14th,
Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th
June.
The service for Newcastle Diocesan
Schools will be held on Wednesday
22nd June.
As always the services promise to be real celebrations. Booking forms
have now been issued to all schools via email, so please do ensure that
you get back to us if you haven’t already done so by emailing:
conferencesandevents@drmnewcanglican.org as soon as possible.

Searching for suitable Governors?
SGOSS Governors for Schools are a school governor recruitment specialist
and education charity who are funded by The Department for Education.
They provide a FREE service to schools and colleges, governing bodies,
local authorities and dioceses to help find new governors with the skills you
require.
SGOSS are currently experiencing a great number of faith schools
registering foundation governor vacancies with them. In some instances they
are able to help. However, as the need increases they are finding that
volunteers who are of the correct faith that also have the skills which the
school require, are slowly diminishing. In light of this, they are completing
research in order to launch a targeted recruitment campaign for foundation
governors this year.
If you need support to help you fill your governor vacancies then SGOSS
might be able to help. All you need to do is visit their website at
www.sgoss.org.uk/schools to register a governor vacancy with them. You
will be directed to a simple form where you can let them know of any
requirements you have, including any particular skillsets you are looking for
in a potential governor. Alternatively, SGOSS are always happy to register
vacancies over the phone or via email.
As soon as SGOSS know about a school’s vacancies, they can send any
suitable candidates to you for consideration. If they do not have
anyone immediately available, they will look into implementing local
initiatives to recruit volunteers in the area (including contacting local
press, businesses etc.)
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Free resources from the RRC
Are you looking for freebies to support your teaching?
The Religious Resources Centre give away lots of free resources and also advertise CPD training
sessions on Facebook and Twitter. If you're not connecting with us via social media you're
missing out!
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ReligiousRC/
or follow us on Twitter: @ReligiousRC
Details of Hinduism CPD training coming soon…

Managing asbestos in your school
If any schools think that their asbestos management plan is out of date then we urge you to have it
reviewed and/or updated as soon as possible. Do please contact your Local Authority for advice, or
alternatively contact:
Safer Asbestos Solutions Ltd on 0191 2631203, Email info@saferasbestossolutions.com
OR
Lucion Environmental Ltd on 0191 4618999, Email enquiries@lucionservices.com

National asbestos data collection
Could headteachers answer a few questions? - Asbestos questionnaire by DfE
In March 2015, the Department for Education concluded a review of its policy on the management of
asbestos in schools. The outcomes from the review included the issuing of updated guidance,
Managing Asbestos in your school, and a call for a clearer picture of how asbestos is managed in
schools across England.
As a result they have asked all headteachers to answer a small number of straightforward questions
on behalf of their school. Headteachers will receive immediate feedback and advice based on their
responses. The online questionnaire can be found on GOV.UK website. Guidance on completing the
survey can be found here.
A good return from schools will increase DfE’s understanding of the current situation and will help to
determine whether further action from them is required. It will also help to develop future policy and
support arrangements in this important area. This survey is an important piece of work and we do
encourage you to ensure that the online form is completed and returned by 31st March 2016.
Church of England Education Office
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Double congratulations to St Michael’s
CE Primary School in Durham
St Michael’s Church of England Primary School in Bishop Middleham has been
praised for its academic and sporting excellence.
The school has made it into the top two per
cent of all primary schools in the country
after 100% of pupils at the school reached/
exceeded the pass mark in the phonics
check.
The class of 16 children took the screening
check in June 2015 and the school received
a letter congratulating them on the
achievement from the Minister for School
Reform, Nick Gibb, before Christmas.
Headteacher Lindsey Vollans said: "I'm over
the moon as it sets the children up to do well
at school.
“For the last two-and-a-half years we've
been running a programme called Sounds
Right which teaches the children to write at
the same time as seeing (imagining)
phonics.
“We've also got really good teachers who
are focused on the children doing their best."
Meanwhile the school has also received the
Sainsbury's School Games Gold Mark for its
commitment, engagement and delivery of
competitive school sport.
St Michael’s were one of only 27 schools in the country,
including secondary schools, to receive the award for Physical
Education/activity provision.
"The award recognises the provision we make for physical
exercise and activities in school and the opportunities we
provide to children," said Ms Vollans.
"We make sure every child gets a chance to go to competitions
and have introduced different sports, not just run of the mill
sports.
"We've had judo tasting sessions and squash and we take part
in every competition that is put on locally."
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Fantastic new nursery for Christ
Church CE Primary in North Shields
Christ Church CofE Primary School in North Shields have opened a bright new nursery building. All
involved in the project are excited about the new facility and what it will offer for children attending
Christ Church.
Headteacher Gill Taylor said “The children and parents think the new nursery building is fabulous! It
is big, bright and light.
“The children especially like the new toilets with the push button taps and the quiet room. The school
council has also visited the Nursery and said that it is the best classroom in the school!”

Exterior shot of
the new nursery

The bright and
spacious interior
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Well done to the pupils at Easington
CE Primary School in Durham
Pupils are onto a winner with Meccano designs...
The children at Easington Church of England
Primary School started taking part in a
Meccano Club on a Friday afternoon and they
have already won their first competition, the
Great Engineers School Challenge at the
National Railway Museum in Shildon.
Headteacher Andrea Swift said they were
delighted with the win, which was against other
schools in the county. She said “It was
amazing that the children won because this
was the first time they had entered a
competition.”
Mrs Swift said setting up the Meccano club was part of the school’s drive to give all pupils a chance
to try new things and find something they are passionate about, and the Meccano club has been very
popular with the children.

… and they are enjoying the extra space following a big expansion...
After years of being in confined spaces, the children and staff are enjoying a new lease of life in their
new-look building.
Over the years the school’s building had become too small to house the growing number of children
wanting places. And, with more housing being built in the village the situation was only going to get
worse. Now, the school can take up to 140 pupils, which is an increase of between 17 and 20
children.
Mrs Swift said that the £500,000 extension
has massively increased the size of the
premises, creating much better facilities for
staff and students. Everyone is delighted with
the work, which was paid for by Durham
County Council: “It has massively changed
what we can offer the children. They all have
their own lockers now and all the classrooms
are carpeted.”
The extension has added a much-needed
extra classroom to the building, has doubled
the size of the hall, opened up the entrance
area and also created a new office.
Mrs Swift said: “People who have been coming into the school can’t believe the change, they say it
looks like a brand new school. We can now get all the children in the hall together and it means we
can invite the community in for events. The Year 6 children have been showing guests around the
school, they are so pleased with it.”
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Divine Poetry competition
Do your pupils love chocolate?
Every year, Christian Aid collaborates with Divine
Chocolate to run a poetry competition. It’s an
opportunity for your class to learn more about the
benefits of Fairtrade and to get creative by crafting
poetry all about Fairtrade and cocoa farming. Fire their
imaginations and take them on a voyage of discovery!
This year’s competition theme is, ‘A Love That Grows’, encouraging applicants
to think about what they love about Fairtrade chocolate - does it make you
smile? It’s a long journey for a Fairtrade cocoa bean to be made into chocolate.
Can you describe it?
There are three age categories for poems: 7-11, 12-16 and 17+ years.
For inspiration, take a look at last year’s winners and runners up.
The closing date for entries is 30th April 2016.
Please email completed entry forms to
poetry@divinechocolate.com or post to Poetry, Divine
Chocolate, 4 Gainsford Street, London, SE1 2NE.
Get more information and download an entry form here.

The world of wiggly worms!
This Christian Aid Week (15 - 21 May), we’ll be digging into the world of
worms, and finding out how these wonderful wrigglers are transforming
life for people living on islands in Bangladesh.
Have you ever imagined what it would be like to live on an island? Well,
of course, you already do! But the islands that make up the UK and
Ireland are large and very stable. In Bangladesh, some people live on
islands in the middle of rivers.
There are plenty of ideas to help your school to raise money to help children
in Bangladesh. Order a resource pack and poster to:





Learn about Christian Aid’s work in Bangladesh
Hold a worm-themed fundraising day in your school
Get ideas for cross-curricular worm-themed activities for your class

Order your Wonderful Worms poster pack
today by emailing orders@christian-aid.org
Please ensure that you include your name,
address, quantity needed and which version
you require: 'Primary Fundraising pack and
Poster' or 'Secondary Fundraising pack and
Poster'.
Visit: http://www.christianaid.org.uk/

15-21 M
AY
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Barnabas in Schools RE Days
What Price Peace?
2016- Remembering the Battle of the Somme- What’s the point for church schools?
The First World War centenary has created surprising levels of popular
interest in the events of 100 years ago. Perhaps your school marked the
anniversary of the 1914 Christmas truce, discovered local stories of
volunteers going off to ‘do their bit’, and researched names on the local war
memorial. 1916 marked the moment when the war ‘stepped up a gear’. From
July to November, thousands of troops were enmeshed in a series of deadly
encounters now known as the Battle of the Somme. Casualties were
enormous on both sides. Many of the new volunteer regiments experienced
their first taste of battle during the ‘Great Push’ which, despite its great
human cost, probably decided the course of the war.
So, why explore this conflict with children in primary school? It’s because
‘War’ and ‘Peace’ continue to dominate our news headlines and popular
culture - as many of our local communities and schools struggle to deal with
the human consequences of current events. But studying the past is an excellent way to discuss what
is happening now, ‘at a distance’, by turning the centenary into a significant opportunity for Spiritual,
Moral, Social and Cultural education.
‘What Price Peace?’ uses the experience of the First World War to explore questions like:







Is fighting OK if you believe you are right?
What does it mean to be ‘British’?
Is God ever on anyone’s ‘side’?
When should we speak out if we think something is wrong?
How do we make peace with those we don’t get on with?
Is it OK to play with war games and toys?

To support schools in this project, we’ve created a creative-arts-based Barnabas RE Day, a CPD
training course for staff with online support materials, and a cross-curricular teacher’s resource book
by Chris Hudson (Barnabas team member for the North East) Feedback from teaching staff for the
Barnabas RE Day has included comments like:
‘An outstanding, thought-provoking session, promoting and supporting reflection upon important
questions and answers.’
‘All the children enjoyed the workshop, each child was able to join in the activity, SEN, EAL and G&T
children were all enthralled.’
‘I wish someone had explained the First World War to me like this when I was younger, I might not
have failed my History A-level!’
For more details, visit: http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/what-price-peace/
Alternatively, contact Chris directly via email at:
chris.hudson@brf.org.uk
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Traidcraft at Ellingham CE Aided First
School, Northumberland
Diane Lakey, Headteacher at Ellingham Church of England Aided First School,
tells us about the school’s relationship with Traidcraft which began in the Autumn
of 2009...
We wanted to prepare our pupils to be Global Citizens and began a project about Fair Trade. I
worked with the Key Stage 2 pupils to begin with, researching fairer trading in developing
countries; auditing the availability of Fair Trade products in the Alnwick area; inviting a Christian
Aid speaker to talk to us and play the ‘Chocolate’ and ‘Banana’ games with us; hosting our first
fair trade coffee morning; producing persuasive information leaflets to give to our local
community and giving PowerPoint presentations to various audiences about our promotion of
fairer trading.
We engaged with fairer trading as it is the right
thing to do as a Church school and demonstrates
our ‘Small school with a big heart’ Christian ethos
in action.
It was at this point that I ordered our first stock
from Traidcraft for the pupils to sell at our coffee
morning and then Christmas Fair. This quickly
developed into a weekly Fair Trade tuck shop,
selling Geobars, dried fruit and fruit juice.
This initial project changed our school and
enhanced our ethos and Christian values of
Justice, Compassion, Friendship and Stewardship.
Fair trade and global citizenship are an embedded part of our ongoing, whole school curriculum
and part of our school development priorities.
Our Eco-committee (called Planet Protectors) has responsibility for developing this area of the
curriculum and this is an important aspect of our ‘Green Flag’ school status which we have
maintained for about 10 years.
The Year 4 pupils run the fair Trader business
with the support of myself and our Chair of
Governors who teaches and supports the
children in keeping their ‘Excel’ accounts.
The pupils do stock taking and write down what
they need me to order online for them. We also
sometimes take staff and community catalogue
orders.
The pupils love the deliveries arriving and ticking
off the stock. They display it for sale and serve
their loyal customers every Thursday lunchtime.
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They gain valuable skills in customer service, mental maths and understand budgeting to buy
stock.
Year 3 pupils hate having to wait until Year 4 to run the business. Profit from our business is sent
to our partner school at Kasinga in Uganda, where we have helped buy toilets and school
uniforms (see our website) The Headteacher, Moses Kiwala, has twice visited us in Ellingham.
I asked the pupils what they liked about this work; some of their comments are below:
Matthew: I like it because the stock sells really well.
Jake: I like counting-up the money. It helps give money to producers.
Charlie: I like the new snack sized Geobars
because they cost less for people who have less
to spend. It is fair because producers and farmers
get the right amount of money so they can grow
more crops.
Michael: I like going on the computers to keep the
accounts. I am learning about buying stock and
using Excel.
Kelsey: I like it because we send the money we
make to our school in Uganda. The children who
serve us at the tuck shop are really good.
Jayden: I like setting up the shop and checking the new stock.
The Traidcraft work is ongoing and changes each year as the pupils in year 4 leave our school.
All of our pupils, aged 3-9, learn about
fair trade as part of the annual
curriculum and by engaging with our
Tuck Shop, event stalls or fair trade
events, such as coffee mornings like
The Big Brew.
From September 2016, we will be
converting to become a Primary School.
Therefore, our challenge will be in
developing this work further with year 5
and 6 pupils into the future.
We would like to become an accredited
Fair Trade school with the Fair Trade
Foundation.
Diane Lakey
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Open the Book
Looking for advice, support and resources?
Open the Book might be your answer!
Supported by Scripture Union, the Religious Resources Centre and the
Diocese of Newcastle, this event will introduce you to Open the Book - a Bible
story-telling project which has been designed for churches to offer to their local
primary schools.
It helps you provide 10-minute presentations which can be used in assemblies
and acts of Collective Worship. Suitable for multi-faith contexts, it fulfils both
OFSTED and Church School inspection requirements.
Bring your friends: Open the Book works best in teams of at least 4 so we
encourage you to invite at least one or two potential team members to join you
at the Introductory Session. All are welcome and working across churches/
denominations is encouraged.
Open the Book will offer a full day of training on Wednesday 20th April 2016.
Location: Church House, North Shields, NE29 6HS. Time: 10:00am - 2:00pm.
To find out more please click HERE

Send My Friend to School
Tens of millions of children are missing out on school because
of conflict and natural disaster.
The numbers affected by emergencies is at an alltime high; worldwide more children than ever
before are having to flee their homes and schools.
Education is vital for all children and critical during
emergencies and times of crisis where it gives
much needed stability, safety and hope for the
future BUT...
...less than two per cent of aid in emergencies goes on education.
World leaders must take urgent action to help.
The Send My Friend to School campaign has launched a
new FREE teaching pack. The pack aims to inspire schools
to speak out for the right to education for children who are
missing out on education due to conflict or disaster.
To find out more and get your free teaching pack for 5-15
year olds, please visit the Send My Friend to School
website at: www.sendmyfriend.org
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New resources from the RRC
Is your school looking to support British values?
These beautiful retellings of traditional Muslim stories encourage children to
reflect on both the importance of being aware of our actions towards the
natural world and the beliefs of others.
These fantastic resources for Key stage 1 & 2 are available to be borrowed
FREE by RRC members! Also accompanied by teaching notes.
Contact the Religious Resources Centre via email at:
enquiries@resourcescentreonline.co.uk or phone 0191
3750586.

To be the first to find out about
news and resources, LIKE us on
or FOLLOW us on

Teaching about Christian Faith through Art?
Why not try our brand new resource, Exploring Christian Faith through
Art by Revd John Bower.

It contains 20 contemporary images to explore and discover how art
embodies Christian faith today.

Each beautiful image is accompanied by a bible quote and questions
for exploring the image.

Mental Health in North East Schools
A FIRST OF ITS KIND – A CONFERENCE & TRAINING WORKSHOPS ALL IN ONE
Building capacity and networks for our pupils
Wednesday 22nd June 2016 - Newcastle United Football Club - St James Park
SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED:
 Natasha Devon MBE
The Department for Education’s first ever mental health champion for schools

 Mick Atkinson
Vice Chair - Children and Young People’s Mental Health Coalition
Head of Commissioning at Place2Be

 Simon Marshall BEd. Hons, MPA, NPQH
Head Teacher at Highfield Community Primary School, a Place2Be school

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?








Head Teachers of First, Primary, Middle and Secondary Schools;
Deputy Head Teachers of First, Primary, Middle and Secondary Schools;
Pastoral Leads of First, Primary, Middle and Secondary Schools;
SENCO’s – Special Education Need Coordinators;
Local Safeguarding Children’s Board’s (LSCB) for each of the 11 local authorities we are working with;
Charities such as Barnardo’s / MIND / Young Minds / STEM4 etc.;
SCITTs – School Led Initial Teacher Training Centre’s, HEIs – Higher Education Institutions

OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS
Participants will:
 Have built relationships with partners in the mental health sector and education that will foster a climate of




mentally healthy schools;
Have a greater understanding of the impact of mental health issues and problems and the components of
mental health;
Have a greater understanding of possible referral pathways and other interventions that can be
appropriately applied in their work;
Be able to apply a different approach in the school or setting that they are returning to

BOOK YOUR PLACE TODAY!
The day delegate rates includes: Morning Conference, two workshops, refreshments and lunch.
Book here: http://www.pbtsa.co.uk/training-and-events/cpd/
Please note that there are extra discounted options available for schools where 1 full day place has been
booked and you feel that other staff members would benefit from attending two afternoon workshops.
Cancellations: All cancellations must be made in writing. In the event that you need to cancel this event a cancellation charge will
be incurred. Up to six weeks prior to the event, a full refund will be made. Within six weeks of the event date, a 50% charge will be
made. The full cost will be charged should the cancellation be made within 7 days of the sessions date.
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News from Seahouses hostel
Hello from Seahouses Hostel!
A visit to the hostel means an opportunity to visit some very special Northumberland places of
outstanding beauty and interest. Our visitors in 2015 experienced a range of attractions regardless of
rain or sunshine and around 800 visitors stayed in the hostel throughout the year. Old and new friends
enjoyed the convenience of the hostel’s location to places of interest.
Schools brought students who were completely new to
Northumberland, whilst many weekend groups, including
Guides, Brownies, Cub Scouts and Brigades, were seasoned
regulars. Family parties of musicians, club runners supporting
charities, steel bands – all enjoyed the space and secure
freedom of the hostel and surrounding countryside and
beaches. Church groups joined together for a Holy Week
pilgrimage to Lindisfarne, or provided a holiday break for inner
city residents.
Surveys tell us how groups spent their stay and what they enjoyed the
most. The most popular local attractions included: Seahouses and
Bamburgh - beaches and rock pools; Farne Islands - seals and puffins;
Bamburgh Castle; Grace Darling Museum - artefacts, stories and
interaction; Holy Island - dunes, castle, priory. Most popular hostel
activities included: Hostel garden - play, leisure, games; Crafts including
carving and beading; Board games, dressing up and puppets.
Several groups expressed an interest in pursuing some outdoor activities on their next visit.
There is lots to see and do nearby. Please visit our website for links to local companies
offering activities and services: http://www.seahouseshostel.org.uk/index.php/see-and-do

This year, the Hostel Trustees are getting to grips with creating and implementing a Development Plan
to increase the size and update the facilities of the hostel, in order to improve on what we offer our
visitors. Do ask the Warden to show you the plans. Your views are always welcome!
There are some peak times available in 2016: Easter Holiday,
weekends in April, May and June. Check out weekdays in
March, September and October when there are some special
offers including 3-for-2 days.
Contact Sylvia on: 07531305206
Email: seahouseshostel@outlook.com
Website: www.seahouseshostel.com

