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Dear Colleagues
Exceptionally I want to use my “editorial” privilege simply as a valedictory to
mark the retirement of senior colleagues and to thank them most sincerely
for their huge contributions to the Church of England’s work in schools and
in education more widely across our two Dioceses.
First, we salute those Headteachers who have left or who will be leaving
their schools this term:
Effie Fenton at Acklington CE First School in Northumberland
Sue Wildsmith at Chollerton CE First School in Northumberland
Julie Kadleck at Central Walker CE Primary School in Newcastle
Lesley Craig at All Saints College in Newcastle
All have served the hosts of children in their care over the years with skill
and dedication and we wish them well either in retirement, or in Lesley’s
case, in their new challenge.
We also pay tribute to Revd Margaret Hobrough OBE, who has chaired the
Newcastle Diocesan Education Board so effectively and so wisely since
2009, and who will be succeeded in January 2014 by the Ven Peter
Robinson, Archdeacon of Lindisfarne.
And last but by no means least, to my loyal and talented lieutenants Brian
Hedley and Mike Davison, both huge characters who in their very different
ways have made such tremendous contributions to our education
community since 2007 and 2010 respectively. As you know from my email of
14th November 2013, we will be thanking Brian, Mike and Margaret more
formally at a Eucharist and Celebratory Reception at 3.30pm on 9th
December at St John’s Church, Percy Main. Please do come and join us in
what will inevitably be both a happy and a poignant occasion. Please do not
forget to let Colleen know if you are able to attend (for catering purposes) on
email address: colleen.miller@drmnewcanglican.org
As for arrangements for the New Year, discussions are well advanced with a
view to securing continuing support for your schools; as soon as these are
confirmed, I will of course be writing to you all again.
Meanwhile, all of us in the Joint Education Team send to you, your
colleagues, your governors and your children our warmest good wishes and
every blessing as we approach the Advent season and the hope and
renewal represented by the start of the Church’s year.
Yours ever
Jeremy Fitt
The Dioceses of
Durham and
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Changes to Website since last
Newsletter (as always… www.jointeducationteam.org)
Inspection

Ofsted paragraph
RI Guidance
SIAMS - revised Framework and Schedule September 2013
For inspectors - revised Framework and Schedule September 2013

Governance

VA application forms for Headship
Appointing a New Headteacher (Revised)
School Website Rules (Revised)

Stop Press!

EYFS reminder

RE

RE Newsletter update
RE Council’s Review Report 2013
RE - Realising the Potential - Ofsted 2013

Let’s Celebrate!

Page removed. No submissions

Resources

Link to new interactive site

Head Teacher Movements
Dioceses of Durham and Newcastle
Name of
School

Outgoing
Head Teacher

New Head Teacher if
Appointment Known

Start
Date

Recruitment
Timetable

St Michael’s CE First School, Alnwick,
Northumberland

Debbie Boughen

Interim Joint HTs Gavin
Johnston/ Cate Mackay

NYK

Ongoing

Hutton Henry CE Primary School, Durham

Susan Gibbins
(Acting)

NYK

NYK

Ongoing

St Margaret’s CE Primary School, Durham

Diane MowbrayPape

NYK

Apr 14

Ongoing

Acklington CE First School, Northumberland

Effie Fenton

Claire Jones Mon-Wed /
Executive HT Liz
Donaldson Thurs-Fri

Jan 14

TBA

Humshaugh CE First School, Northumberland

Angela Steele

NYK

Apr 14

NYK

All Saints College Trust, Newcastle

Lesley Craig

Sue Huntley (Acting)

Jan 14

Not Applicable

Central Walker CE Primary School, Newcastle

Julie Kadleck

Barbara Redhead (Acting)

TBA

TBA

Recent and Ongoing Appointments

November 2013

Page 3

A couple of reminders...
RE Syllabus payments
We kindly remind all schools who have not yet paid the £75.00 for the RE Syllabus materials received
after this years’ Primary Conference that payment is due in as soon as possible. Please ensure that
payments are made to the correct bank account as specified on the invoice. Thank you.

Capital Funding 2014 - VA Schools only
Earlier this month I wrote to each Head requesting details of capital projects for consideration. If for
some reason this information did not reach you these are the key points.
All projects to be considered for Capital Funding are to be prioritised:
Priority 1 projects: Boiler replacement, window replacement, roof repairs, toilet refurbishments,
safeguarding, immediate DDA requirements, high risk health and safety issues (electrical work, fire
safety)
Priority 2 projects: Medium risk health and safety issues, future DDA requirements, additional
capacity, replacements ICT equipment (not software)
Priority 3 projects: Playground / car park improvements, painting and redecoration, carpets and
flooring.
You must be prepared to make a contribution from your Devolved Formula Capital fund. A 10%
Governors contribution is to be paid prior to start of project. Project details must be sent to me
no later than 29th November 2013.
Email: eileen.bell@drmnewcanglican.org

Evaluation of Pupil Premium
This report presents the findings of an independent evaluation of the pupil premium. The pupil premium
takes the form of additional funding allocated to schools on the basis of the numbers of children entitled to
and registered for free school meals (FSM) and children who have been looked after continuously for
more than six months.
Schools received £488 per eligible pupil - approximately 18% of the pupil population - in 2011 to 2012
and £623 per eligible pupil in 2012 to 2013. Eligibility was widened to cover approximately 27% of the
population in 2012 to 2013 with the inclusion of those recorded as eligible for FSM at any point in the last
six years.
The expectation is that this additional funding will be used to support pupil premium eligible pupils and
close the attainment gap between them and their peers. A survey of schools to collect quantitative
information and financial data and case studies were conducted to investigate how pupil premium funding
is being spent by schools in England.
To read the report please visit:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evaluation-of-pupil-premium
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Admissions and Governance
Dear All,
This is the time of year when we have usually been asking to see your
draft admissions policies before they go out to consultation. As you
may be aware it is no longer necessary to consult on these policies on
an annual basis. The School Admissions Code now only requires you
to consult at least every 7 years OR if you are proposing any
changes. I should be grateful if you would reply to this email either to
confirm that you won’t be making any changes or to say that you are
proposing changes and attaching a copy of the draft policy.
I am also in the process of updating our records in relation to governing
bodies. Please forward an up to date list of your governors (identifying
those which are foundation governors) with details of their period of
appointment so that I can check our records are correct. Do remember
that if you have any queries on either admissions or governance
matters at any point in the year that you can contact me either by email
or on the number below.
Thanks and all good wishes,
Rowan
Rowan Ferguson, Assistant Director of Education
rowan.ferguson@drmnewcanglican.org
0191 270 4164

Online Assembly Resource
for Secondary Schools
The School Distinctiveness Company aims to support schools by providing
practical resources for schools to enhance their Christian distinctiveness.
For more details please visit: www.schooldistinctiveness.co.uk
Along with their online poster section they have developed an online
assembly secondary school resource entitled ‘Ponder’. It is an innovative
online assembly programme that will facilitate high quality acts of worship
and reflection throughout a school. Everything is self-contained and requires
the assembly leader simply to click through and discuss with pupils a series
of pages to facilitate a quality act of reflective worship.
The autumn programme has 14 themes based on values and key festivals.
For each theme, there are 5 discussions starters making use of youtube
clips, music videos, news items and more. All discussion starters are backed
up with some questions for students to ‘ponder’, a Bible verse, inspirational
quote, prayer and short reflection. Schools can use any or all of the sections
as they require. Themes for the autumn include thankfulness, endurance,
respect, leadership, Black History, World Aids Day and Christmas.
Ponder costs from as little as £25 per week for a medium sized school when
taking out a year’s subscription. You can try out a sample of Ponder
materials by clicking here
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Shieldfield school unveils new
outdoor classroom
Chronicle Live
17th July 2013
Former world boxing champ Glenn McCrory was the guest of honour at the opening of a
new outdoor learning classroom. Children at Christ Church CE Primary School in
Shieldfield, Newcastle celebrated the unveiling of the £30,000 space with the Sky TV
commentator this week.
Included in the innovative outdoor area is a
stage for performances, a mini allotment with
planting boxes, outdoor musical instruments,
a story chair, a water feature and a sensory
space.
The official unveiling of the classroom also
coincided with the launch of the Circus
Central Troupe Trailer. Along with the
neighbouring church and local company
Let’s Circus, the school is a partner in the
Circus Central project, which is also based in
Shieldfield.
Sandra Furno, headteacher, said: “Adding
circus skills to our extra-curricular activity
has made the school unique. And what
better way could they develop fitness and
healthy lifestyle? It’s no wonder that almost
every child in the school wants to join the
over-subscribed Circus Club.”
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Gospels come alive for children
Children were able to learn more about the Lindisfarne Gospels during two days of
workshops held at Stockton Baptist Tabernacle. LG4U! (Lindisfarne Gospels for You!) was
organised by the Anglican Durham Diocese for youngsters who may not be able to see the
work itself during its visit to the region.
Children were invited to find out about the Gospels and where they fit into the Bible, learn
about St. Cuthbert and his life, gain a sense of knowledge of our heritage as a region and
experience the insights that the Gospels have to offer. A digital copy of the Gospels was
shown on a big screen to make the pages ‘come alive’ for the children.
The event, which included music and art workshops as well as the chance to ‘meet’
Cuthbert, was free and was planned by Sharon Pritchard, Children’s Ministry Adviser, and
Viv Neville, Stockton Deanery Children’s Work Co-ordinator and Trainer.
Sharon said: “This is a great opportunity to bring the Gospels alive for as many people in the
region as possible, even if they can’t get to visit the exhibition of the Lindisfarne Gospels in
Durham City. These workshops have been put on to all allow children from local schools to
explore the meaning and workmanship that went into producing the originals. Exploring
through doing is a really vital part of learning and these workshops have given children a
great deal of learning and fun.”
Another workshop took place at Stockton Parish Church in September.

Keith Blundy / Aegis Associates

Sharon Pritchard helps children from St Mark’s Elm Tree CofE Primary School with their designs
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New Topic Box available now Baptism: A Role Play
The Religious Resources Centre has a brand
new Topic Box in stock entitled ‘Baptism: A Role
Play’.
This interactive resource is part of a range of
resources we have developed to support
education about baptism in schools and
parishes.

The ‘Baptism: A
Role Play’ Topic
Box is available
from the
Religious
Resources
Centre

The ‘Baptism: A
Role Play’ box
supports teaching
about baptism
AND allows the
children to role
play their own
baptism in school.
Complete with
baby!

Teaching Resources
Do you need resources to support teaching about parables?
You may have found the lost sheep and harvested that mustard
seed, but are you and your staff clear about the place of
parables within the teaching of Jesus? Are you confident you
know what these wonderful, radical stories tell us about the
Christian faith?
If you need some help with this then let us know - we are about
to develop clear, easily understood support materials to enrich
this area of the new Primary RE Curriculum... If you think it
would help your school please get in touch and you may be one
of the schools we pick to trial them.
Email: enquiries@resourcescentreonline.co.uk
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Dr Thomlinson Church of England Middle
School Win National Science Prize
Congratulations this term go to Dr Thomlinson Church of England Middle School in Northumberland who won the
2013 Rolls-Royce Science Prize. The trophy was awarded to the Rothbury school’s Head of Science, Vicki Sharkey by
Sir Tim Smitt - head of The Eden Project - and Mr John Rishton - Chief Executive of Rolls-Royce. Sir Tim Smitt said
the reason why the school won this prestigious national prize (and the cheque for £15,000) was because their project,
entitled "Learning to Think, Thinking to Learn" was further developing STEM skills not only in Science but right across
their curriculum.
The Rolls-Royce Science Prize is an annual competition
which celebrates and rewards excellence in science
teaching. Each year, Rolls-Royce awards a total of £120,000
in cash prizes to schools which implement motivational
science teaching. 2,000 schools and colleges registered for
this year's prize, and the winning school was selected from a
group of nine finalists who attended an awards ceremony at
London's Science Museum. Dr Thomlinson Church of
England Middle School received the winning prize of
£15,000 to advance science teaching in their school, along
with an invitation to spend a day with the Red Arrows. Simon
Langton Grammar School for Boys, from Canterbury, Kent,
received the runner up prize of £10,000.
The standard of the finalists was very high, with projects that
stretched from an initiative that linked a school with the
CERN project in order to chart radiation levels in their local
area to a school that had built a bespoke buoy that helped
oceanographers chart parts of the Atlantic Ocean. The RollsRoyce Science Prize was set up in 2004, as part of the
company's ongoing drive to promote science and engineering in schools by encouraging and rewarding inspirational
science teaching. The science prize is open to all schools and colleges in the UK whose teachers attend courses at
the National Science Learning Centres. Rolls-Royce employees also act as mentors to provide support to the schools
throughout their projects.
Dr Thomlinson Staff pictured with the Rolls Royce
Science prize 2013. From left to right – Lucy Oakey
(Parent Governor), Liam Murtagh (Headteacher), Vicki
Sharkey (Head of Science), Mr Russell (Head of Maths)

Dr Thomlinson Church of England Middle School's project, 'Learning to Think - Thinking to Learn', aims to challenge
pupils in science, maths and geography. The school’s innovative enquiry based curriculum saw students take part in
following tasks:
Necklace of Democritus: If all the particles in a 1mm3 grain of salt were laid side by side to make a necklace, how
long would it be? Pupils worked out the relationship between the sides of a cube and its volume, and used density and
atomic mass to find the answer.
Could King Kong exist? Students investigated questions such as: What habitat could support King Kong? Could
King Kong's bones support his mass? What size would King Kong's arms be? Could King Kong actually be able to
climb the Empire State Building?
Flooding intervention: Pupils had a tour of the village by a flood warden and saw what flood defences were already
in place. Pupils then researched why Rothbury is prone to flooding, evaluated the prevention measures already in
place and came up with a plan to improve the existing measures, costing the improvements. The groups produced
leaflets and power points of their projects and presented them to the flood warden and environment agency.
Can You Create Your own Wind Turbine? Pupils worked in small groups of mixed years and abilities to research,
design, make and test a wind turbine. The challenge was to produce some electricity that could actually be measured.
The variety of finished turbines was astonishing – all shapes and sizes! Pupils could discuss their designs scientifically
and justify their choice of materials and overall design. The materials were all costed and pupils were rated on how
much they spent on making their finished turbines, how scientific their designs were and how much electricity they
produced.
Vicki Sharkey, Head of Science at, Dr Thomlinson Church of England Middle School, said: "I'm overwhelmed with this
win and delighted to accept the science prize on behalf of our teachers and students. We will use this prize to help
other teachers follow in our footsteps. It's important that we encourage schools to review their style of teaching so we
can work together to inspire the next generation of scientists and engineers and prepare them for jobs in the 21st
century."
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Success is on the cards for new school
A newly-created Church of England school in the Diocese of Durham is going from strength to strength
with a new uniform for its pupils and a visit from the Bishop of Jarrow, the Right Rev’d Mark Bryant, to
announce the winner of his annual Christmas card design competition.
Northern Saints Church of England Voluntary
Aided Primary School has replaced Hylton Red
House Primary and Bishop Harland Church of
England (VA) Primary in Sunderland, two
schools which had served their community for
many years. The new combined school was
opened at the start of the new term in
September.
Bishop Mark visited the school to announce the
winner of his annual Christmas card
competition, designs for which were inspired by
the recent visit to the region of the Lindisfarne
Gospels. Each year, he asks a school to run a
competition to design a card and this time it was
Northern Saints with pupil Ben Newton (age 10)
being named as the winner. The card will now
be the Bishop’s official Christmas card, up to
three hundred of which are sent out. Ben’s
design will also be on the card sent out by
Bishop Mark on behalf of Bishop of Durham.

Keith Blundy / Aegis Associates

Ben, Emma and Bishop Mark, with Ben's winning
design

Bishop Mark said: “A different school is asked to run the competition each year, which shows our
commitment to the schools in our diocese. It’s one of those things that really sparks the imagination of
the students involved and we get some wonderfully creative ideas being submitted. This year the
students of Northern Saints did a fantastic job making the job of choosing the winner quite difficult.”
Ben said: “I was speechless when I heard I had won. I like the design.”
In addition, the Diocese of Durham, through its Board of Education, has provided new blazers for each
child and assistance with other items of uniform at the new school.
Bishop Mark said: “It was wonderful to visit
the school. The pupils are really excited
about the new blazers and I am thrilled that
we have been able to provide the school
with new uniform. The pupils are proud of
their uniform and it gives the school a fine
start.”
Deputy Headteacher Emma Jarvis said: “It
is a very exciting time for the new school
and the Christmas card competition is a
really nice start to the year.
“The new uniforms have allowed the pupils
to feel part of a new community very
quickly.
Keith Blundy / Aegis Associates

Bishop Mark meets students at Northern Saints primary
and chats with them about their new uniform

“The school has given the community a new
outlook full of hope and aspirations. The
school offers some fantastic opportunities.”

The Dioceses of Newcastle and Durham
Committee for Inter-Faith & Ethnic Relations (CIFER)
with the Joint Education Team

‘Passing on the Faiths’
Faith & Education Conference
9.30am - 4.00pm
Wednesday 12th March 2014
Marriott Hotel, Metrocentre, Gateshead, NE11 9XF
Cost = £40 per person (£20 concessions)

‘The aim of the conference is to explore the value and challenges of
the contemporary multi-faith context in which the Faiths are “passed
on” to young people in varying ways and settings’
Speakers include:
The Revd Garry Neave
Church of England’s National Adviser in Further Education
Imam Mohammed Roziur Rahman
Shah Jalal Mosque, Newcastle upon Tyne
Students from Cleadon C of E Primary School

Conference Chair:
The Revd Canon Steven Harvey
Canon for Education, St Nicholas’ Cathedral, Newcastle upon Tyne

To book, contact Josie Pinnegar
Tel: 0191 270 4142
Email: j.pinnegar@newcastle.anglican.org

The Dioceses of Newcastle and Durham
Committee for Inter-Faith & Ethnic Relations (CIFER)
with the Joint Education Team

‘Passing on the Faiths’: Faith & Education Conference
Wednesday 12th March 2014
The programme is expected to be as follows:
9.30am
10.00am
10.10am
11.00am
11.20am
12.05pm
12.15pm
12.35pm
1.20pm
2.00pm
2.45pm
3.30pm
4.00pm

Arrival, Registration & Coffee
Conference Chair’s Welcome
1st Keynote Speaker - The Revd Garry Neave
Coffee Break & Table Discussion
2nd Keynote Speaker - TBC
Short Presentation - Director of North-East Religious Resources Centre
Presentation - Cleadon C of E Primary School
Lunch Break
3rd Keynote Speaker - Imam Mohammed Roziur Rahman
Workshops
Workshops
Panel Discussion with Chair & Keynote Speakers
End

There will be two opportunities to participate in workshops. The following are expected to be
offered:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Ian Ramsey C of E Secondary School, Stockton
Hindu Education
Further Education Chaplaincy
Jewish/Hebrew Education
North-East Religious Resources Centre
Sikh Education
Islamic/Qur’anic Education

………………………………………………………………………….
‘Passing on the Faiths’: Faith & Education Conference 2014
Name: ……………………………………………………… Tel: ………………………………………..
Address: ............................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................
Email: ................................................................................................................................................
Workshop Choices:

1. .………………………………………………………………………………..
2. …………………………………………………………………………………

Cost = £40 per person (£20 concessions)
Please send your completed booking form and a cheque payable to Newcastle Diocesan Board of Finance to
Josie Pinnegar - Church House, St John’s Terrace, Percy Main, North Shields, NE29 6HS
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A new way to share the
Christmas Story
The Real Advent Calendar is a new and fun way for parents,
grandparents and Godparents to share the Christmas story.
Behind each of the 25 windows there is a Fairtrade chocolate star and a few
words from the Christmas story. Behind the final window there is a 24-page
Christmas story booklet to read, keep and enjoy. As well as celebrating the true
meaning of Christmas, the calendar makes a charity donation to The Children’s
Society from every sale, raising money for some of the country’s most
disadvantaged children. The calendar also supports the Christmas Starts with
Christ campaign, which hopes to reverse the trend of Christ being written out of
Christmas and runs from Advent Sunday (1st Dec) to Christmas day.
The Rt Revd Frank White, Assistant Bishop of Newcastle said: “This is the first
time that a major supermarket has put the Christmas story so openly within their
Christmas range. This allows people to read and see, for themselves, what
Christmas is all about, a reminder that Christmas Starts with Christ.”

The Real
Advent
Calendar and
The Christmas
Story Booklet

The Rt Revd Tim Thornton, Bishop of Truro and Chair of The Children's Society's
Board of Trustees, said: “I encourage everyone to go and buy a Real Advent
calendar this year. The proceeds will benefit The Children’s Society, which works
directly with some of the most disadvantaged children in the country, ensuring
that they are loved, valued and listened to.”
The Real Advent Calendar is produced by the Meaningful Chocolate Company.
Its founder, David Marshall, said: “We have worked hard to make the Real Advent
Calendar a unique product. We hope anyone who wants to pass on the true
meaning of Christmas will buy one for a child, a friend or themselves. This year
the Real Advent Calendar will be the UK’s only
calendar to donate to charity, support Fairtrade and
provide a copy of the Christmas story in the box. A
donation of 10 pence from every sale will be made
to The Children’s Society and we hope to raise over
£25,000 to support their vital work.”

Where to buy
The calendar costs £3.99. Tesco is the only
supermarket that will be stocking it this year. From
October they will have stocks in most stores so
individuals can pop in and pick up smaller
quantities. For bulk orders churches
should call or visit their local
Tesco. For more details visit:
www.realadvent.co.uk/shop
Churches with a Traidcraft rep
can order through them. Select
independent retailers and
Christian bookshops also have
limited supplies. Further details
can be found at:
www.realadvent.co.uk/shop
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