The Dioceses of Durham and Newcastle Joint Education Team

Schools newsletter
September 2014

Dear Colleagues
Welcome to the start of the new school year. Unfortunately
Jeremy is still recovering from his operation earlier in the
summer but the rest of the team is here to support you in
the usual way.
Suzanne and Rowan are picking up Jeremy’s work so do
feel free to contact them if there is anything you need to
discuss.
Very best wishes for the term ahead
Rowan
Suzanne
rowan.ferguson@drmnewcanglican.org 0191 2704164
suzanne.lithgow@drmnewcanglican.org 0191 2704135
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Congratulations to St Francis
Junior School, Newton Aycliffe
We were delighted to hear that St Francis’ Church of England Junior School in Newton Aycliffe were
regional winners for their innovative use of Pupil Premium in the 2014 Pupil Premium Awards DfE/TES
national competition. Warm congratulations to Jane Wilkinson and the team at St Francis. A copy of
the letter the school received from the Deputy Prime Minister appears below.
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Get Hunting!
Who has your schools RRC Membership Card?
Hundreds of cards (see below) were sent out to
Headteachers at the start of the year BUT did
they get to the right people?
All Church Schools with a Diocesan SLA are Members of the RRC! But you
need your school card to access our services and online forums...
If you received your school card PLEASE ensure it is given to the RE/Worship
co-ordinator. If you need it and haven't seen it please ask your SLT - it's got to
be somewhere!
Don't let the card, and your access to 37,000 resources go to waste! Start
hunting and open a new world of enrichment resources for your school.

All is not lost
(even if the card is!)

If the card is lost, CONTACT US RIGHT AWAY and we'll cancel it and send out
a new one. If one membership isn't enough, you can upgrade to one of our highvalue Group Memberships.

Primary Conferences 2014
Just a reminder to book your place on the Primary Conference if you haven’t
done so already. We are holding one in each Diocese and encourage you to
send heads, chairs and clergy to debate matters such as what is now expected
of governors by DfE and Ofsted, the engagement of schools with clergy and
parishes and changes to your Instrument of Governance. Full details of the
programme will be mailed out shortly.

Durham Diocese:
Wynyard Hall Country House Hotel, Tees Valley
Thursday 15th October 2014
Newcastle Diocese:
De Vere Slaley Hall, Northumberland
Thursday 23rd October 2014
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The Dioceses of Durham and Newcastle
Joint Education Team
Church House

St John’s Terrace

North Shields

NE29 6HS

A TRAINING OPPORTUNITY FOR PRIMARY & MIDDLE SCHOOLS
Tuesday 7th October 2014 9.30am - 12.30pm
‘WHAT PRICE PEACE?’
Following the success of last year’s training event ‘ Where in the World’ we have asked Chris
Hudson from Barnabas in Schools to run another inset session: ‘What Price Peace?’
Barnabas in Schools have devised a range of resources supporting Primary and Middle Schools
wishing to mark the centenary of the First World War with their pupils.
‘What Price Peace?’ helps teachers and pupils get to grips with questions such as:

 Is it right to fight?
 Are war games and war toys Ok?
 How do we make peace?
 What makes us human?
 Is God ever on anyone’s side?
The project comprises a specially-commissioned teachers’ resource book of original stories, archive
material, cross-curricular lesson plans and ideas for collective worship, all based on the First World
War. There are also online support materials, and a creative arts Barnabas RE Day that immerses
pupils in the theme using storytelling and drama. As the anniversaries of
key events from that time approach and pass us by, we suggest that every
school takes up the educational opportunities to find out more about the
period, ask the questions that remain relevant today, and reflect on the
possible answers.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
To reserve a place please complete this form in full and email it by return to colleen.miller@drmnewcanglican.org
Or detach and return to: Mrs Colleen Miller, Church House, St John’s Terrace, North Shields, NE29 6HS

Gateshead Marriott Hotel, Metro Centre - Tuesday 7th October 2014 - 9.30am - 12.30pm
‘What Price Peace?’
Payment of £70.00 per person must be made by 26th September 2014
I would like to reserve ________ place (s) at the above training event
School Name

Delegate Name

Delegate Position

Dietary Requirements

1._______________

________________

_________________

_______________________________________

2._______________

________________

_________________

_______________________________________

3._______________

________________

_________________

_______________________________________

An invoice containing payment details will be sent to all schools once a booking form has been
received and delegate has confirmed a place
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Religious Resources Centre Online
Are you looking for new ways to engage your pupils with the big questions of life, faith
or religion? Then you need to head over to the Engage section of the RRC website!

We’re Thinking About..!
Here we discuss and debate a range of different topics which all have links to the needs of the
secondary school syllabuses for RE in the North East - fantastic for teachers (and really
interesting and thought provoking for everybody else!)
This autumn at the RRC our topic is BAPTISM and
questions we'll be considering so far include:



What does it mean to belong to Christianity?



How is religious identity and belonging
expressed through baptism?

We'd love to hear what you think. Have you got any
personal experiences or stories of baptism you are
willing to share with us?
Have you read anything on the topic you'd like to share
with your colleagues?
Are there any questions your students have that you'd
like us to consider?
Perhaps you've used a fantastic resource and you'd like
to write a short review as to how you used it and why it
was so interesting?

Schools Forums
These forums have been created to facilitate discussion of local Religious Education
Syllabuses and feature topics covering the key questions from each syllabus. Here you can
find, share and store information and ideas for each of the RE topics taught in both primary and
secondary Church schools.
These online resources are only available to members who have registered to use the site, but
don't worry, this is really easy to do. All you need is to go to the How to.. Register page of our
website and type in your name, membership number and email address. If you have any
problems, you can contact us at enquiries@resourcescentreonline.co.uk or by telephone on
0191 3750586
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Visit and enjoy!
Meet Sylvia Ward, the new Warden at Seahouses Hostel
“Nothing beats a bucket, a spade, a fishing net and lots of sand and water!” says
Sylvia Ward MBE, who became the new Warden at the Diocese of Newcastle’s
Seahouses Youth Hostel at the beginning of April.
A Methodist Local preacher, Sylvia’s working life in recent years was in supporting unemployed
people on Teesside. “I’m from Tyneside myself,” she says, “and came here on holiday as a child.
“Being selected as Warden here is a great privilege. The Hostel is the first experience of the area
for many of our visitors and I hope we’ll make them want to return.
“I’m really blessed with the fellowship we have found within the Seahouses community.”
The Hostel has served the Newcastle Diocese and other church, school and community groups in
the North East for more than half a century. Made up of a rambling but cosy group of historic
buildings beside St Paul’s Church, it’s the venue for the annual ‘Staying Alive’ and ’48 Hours’
diocesan youth events.
“We take Guides, Brownies, Cubs, Scouts, family groups, schools, wildlife artists, cycling clubs –
and we look forward to welcoming all church groups to spacious and comfortable accommodation
that can be as tranquil or lively as you wish.”
There are beds for up to 34 in six dormitories (which allows flexibility for different gender
balances) with fully-equipped kitchen, dining room, two living rooms and a laundry. A large
enclosed garden (or paddock) caters for outdoor recreation or relaxation, with a games facility in
the Church Hall next door just in case Northumberland’s famously good weather goes wrong.
Vicar Canon Judy Glover is closely involved with the Hostel and has pastoral responsibility for
those who stay there. “It was a great joy to commission Sylvia during our Morning Worship in St
Paul’s,” she says.
Sylvia’s own children and grandchildren visit regularly and enjoy the attractions – walking and
eating are at the top of the list, but for the little ones you can’t beat the beach.
“I love the North Northumberland Coast,” adds Sylvia. “Everyone – especially young people with
little rural experience – should have the opportunity to visit and enjoy the landscape, the history
and the wildlife. That’s the Northumberland experience.”



Seahouses Hostel is close to the Farne Islands bird sanctuary and seal colony,
miles of stunning coastline and beaches, the three castles of Bamburgh, Alnwick
and Dunstanburgh, Holy Island and other sites linked with St Cuthbert and St Aidan



Seahouses offers good food and speciality shops within walking distance of the
Hostel



There’s ample parking for buses, cars and bicycles at or very near to the Hostel

Contact Seahouses Youth Hostel on 07531 305206 or email seahouseshostel@outlook.com

SEAHOUSES HOSTEL

OPEN DAY
th

Sunday 7 September 2014
1pm until 6pm

EVERYONE WELCOME
COME AND HAVE A TOUR OF THE HOSTEL
AND MEET THE TEAM
CHILDREN WELCOME – REFRESHMENTS SERVED
SEAHOUSES HOSTEL 157 MAIN STREET
(Next to St.Pauls’ Parish Church)
TELEPHONE 07531305206
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Is your school investing in
young people?
The RRC now offers a range of pupil experience training designed to increase
student engagement and confidence with RE.

RE Ambassador Experience
This experience is designed to increase student engagement with RE. It
will develop student confidence in the subject, encourage student
leadership and the articulation of the student voice.
Following consultation with the school to identify key aims and areas of
interest, students will be able to research and engage with resources
around the themes and topics that will support RE in their school. The
experience will begin with an exploration of the significance of, and
relevance to, RE in their school community and then move into the areas
nominated by the school and students.

Collective Worship Leadership Training
This experience is designed to increase
student engagement with Collective
Worship. It will develop their confidence,
encourage student leadership and allow the
articulation of the student voice.
Students will learn about the legal status of
Collective Worship, how it contributes to,
and strengthens, their school ethos. They
will be encouraged to design and create a
one year Collective Worship Scheme for the whole school. They will be given
training and resources to enable them to independently create and deliver an
act of worship to their peers.

Additional details:



Age range: Year 6 and up



Maximum number of student participants: 12



Cost: £150 for a 3 hour session, including drinks and biscuits for the
group (lunch may be arranged for an additional cost)



All sessions are led by fully qualified teachers and RE subject specialists
with the appropriate safeguarding checks in place.

If you would like to book a training session, please do so via
enquiries@resourcescentreonline.co.uk
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Road Peace North East
Dear Sirs

YEAR 6 & 7 PRAYER WRITING

Supporting Crash Victims
and Reducing Road
Danger in the North East

World Remembrance Service for Road Traffic Victims
I am writing on behalf of RoadPeace North East, a local branch of the national charity RoadPeace which
aims to support victims involved in road collisions and their family and friends.
In 2012 there were 1,754 fatalities and 23,039 serious injuries caused on UK roads (see: www.rospa.com/
faqs/detail.aspx?faq=296) A road death is unnatural and sudden, and loved ones are left absolutely
devastated.
Every year across the world in November services are held for victims and their families. It is an opportunity
to remember those who have lost their lives or have been seriously injured, as well as seeking to raise
awareness as to the dangers on our roads.
This year there will be a service for families and friends of road crash victims held in Durham Cathedral.
The service will take place at 2.00 pm on Saturday 1 November 2014. The service is designed for
everyone, whether a person holds a faith or not. It is a time to remember and reflect.
It seems every day the local media reports on fatal and serious collisions on the region's roads, and I
therefore anticipate that a number of individuals and families may wish to attend the service. It is important to
work with partners to show the collaborative approach taken in respect of road safety, and the shared and
genuine commitment to reducing road death and injury. Therefore, I write to invite you to the service.
I hope that there will be media interest in respect of the service, as this will assist in raising awareness of the
key issues of road safety. Guests are being invited from all local emergency services, as well as local
politicians and key partners. Following the service there will be a chance to talk with other attendees, as well
as hopefully an opportunity for a photograph to raise the profile of RoadPeace North East locally.
My reason for contacting is not only to highlight the service to you, but to invite you to engage in a project
with your pupils in the autumn term. We are inviting Year 6 and Year 7 school pupils to write a prayer about
road safety. The theme is very wide, and it is hoped that the prayers will be displayed in Durham Cathedral
for visitors. A selected number of entrants will be invited to attend the Cathedral to read their prayers if they
are willing. As a Church of England School we hope you will be able to support this project.
I would be grateful for all entries to be received by 3 October 2014. I appreciate that this provides only a
short period of time, but as it is at the start of the academic year we considered it might be a useful time. If
possible please send all entries in a single envelope to:
Private and Confidential, David Robinson, Thompsons Solicitors, St. Nicholas Building, St. Nicholas
Street, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 1TH
If you are able to attend, or would like further information, please email davidrobinson@thompsons.law.co.uk
or alternatively please write to me at the address above.
I look forward to hearing from you.
With best wishes
Yours sincerely
David Robinson
Chair
for and on behalf of
ROADPEACE NORTH EAST
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NSPCC ChildLine Schools
Service
The NSPCC ChildLine Schools Service is offering safeguarding
assemblies and workshops to school children in Year 5 and 6
throughout the UK, and this service may be of interest to many of our
schools. The delivery of the assembly and workshops encourages and
educates children to manage their safety and seek help when
needed. Feedback from children and staff has been very positive. The
service is free and it is the aspiration of NSPCC to deliver this service
in every primary and academy school in the UK on a bi-annual basis.
The NSPCC ChildLine Schools Service is a programme delivered by
ChildLine staff and volunteers in primary schools across the UK.
It focuses on keeping children safe and supports children in assessing
and managing risk appropriately
It aims to give children:



An understanding of abuse in all its forms,
including bullying, and an ability to recognise
the signs of abuse



Knowledge of how to protect themselves from
all forms of abuse



An awareness of how to get help and sources of help, including
ChildLine.

The ChildLine Schools Service delivers an assembly (30 minutes) for
Year 5 and Year 6 children and a follow up workshop (1 hour) for each
class within two weeks of the assembly. Head Teachers, teachers and
NSPCC staff have designed these materials specifically for children of
this age group. Facilitation and delivery are child-friendly, sensitive,
interactive and engaging.
Post-delivery, feedback is requested from schools staff, children and
parents. This feedback has been very positive.
“It is a valuable service that benefits children and staff”

Teacher

“It is an opportunity for us to re-evaluate our practice and possible
preconceptions. It certainly made me more observant”
Teacher
“I now know how to keep safe and get help when I need it “
“The staff were brilliant “

Child

Teacher

For more information please contact Christine Danby-Platt, Area
Coordinator Tyne and Wear, Childline Schools Service, Tel: 0191
5225243
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Connect with RRC online
The Religious Resources Centre
can be found on Facebook and
Twitter. ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ for
news, updates and links to
fantastic resources:
Facebook
www.facebook.com/ReligiousRC
Twitter
www.twitter.com/ReligiousRC

You can also visit the RRC
website which is packed with
stories, resources and links to
online materials for teachers:
www.resourcescentreonline.co.uk

Kellogg’s ‘Give a Child a Breakfast’
Campaign
The West End Food Bank in Newcastle has agreed to be a distribution point for portions of breakfast
cereal donated by Kellogg’s. Deliveries to the Food Bank will begin in October and Matthew King,
the Assistant Manager, has asked whether any of our schools would be interested in using some of
the cereal to support breakfast clubs or to distribute to families in need. If your school might be
interested please contact Matthew directly via email: m287king@googlemail.com

